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retain more of their income to to polish my experience. This could be unpredictable. 18 per cent, while those in the particularly vulnerable to the 
· meet their daily expenses. also encourages individuals "Artificial intelligence RM100,ooo to RM1so,ooo bracket disruption. 

"I believe the increased tax to invest in their professional subscriptions would be useful will see their rate lowered to· 24 ·1 urged DOSH to deploy
relief can help ease the cost of development and long-term because I always use AI tools for per cent. il professional team to the 
living, particularly amid rising career growth." she added. work. including writing, finding Medical tax relief will be construction site to conduct 
expenses for essential needs such Administrative assistant Nurul information and making tasks extended to include postpartum a thorough assessment, 
as food, transportation, housing Amirah Wahid. 27, described easier,· she said. care services, sports equipment using appropriate precIS1on 
and healthcare. the increase was a positive step, When tabling Budget 2027 relief, education a'nd skills instruments to measure the 

"Although it may not particularly for those with lower last Friday, Prime Minister training relief and lifestyle tax frequency and intensity of 
completely offset the nsmg or average incomes. Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim said reliefsuchasartificialintelligence the vibrations and determine 
cost of living, it provides some "Nowadays, a lot of our the government will increase subscriptions, vaccination costs, whether they exceeded 
financial relief, especially . for salary already· goes to monthly individual income tax relief and the adoption of pets from applicable safety limits," he 
middle- and lower-income commitments, so any tax savings from RMg,ooo to RM12,ooo and registered centres. said 

'Increase in federal funds for S'wak, minimum wage 
highlight infra needs, worker purchasing power' 

SIBU: The increase in federal 
allocation for Sarawak from 
RM1s.1 billion to RM16.2 billion 
under Budget 2027 and the 
increase in minimum wage to 
RM2,ooo have drawn attention 
to infrastructure needs, workers' 
purchasing power and the 
potential impact on businesses. 

RM2,ooo looks great on paper, earning almost the same as newly 
recruited employees. It would 
be unfair if salary adjustments 
were not made consistently," she 
said 
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to oppose infrastructure 
development; rather, it is about 
ensuring that the interests of 
the people remain a priority as 
development moves forward," he 
said. 

Lam said he will continue 
to raise residents' concerns 
and push for proper scrutiny 
and accountability in the 
implementation of government 
policies and . development 
projects. 

According to private sector 
worker Carlucci Noel Usey 
Jasmy, 37, the higher allocation 
was positive but was not 
expected to have a significant 
impact on its own. 

Meanwhile, academic and 
social activist Prof Dr Tunza 
Mohd Riduan said the minimum 
wage increase could improve 
the financial security of lower 
income workers and strengthen 
their purchasing power, but its 
effectiveness hinged on whether 
wage growth was supported by 
improvements to productivity 
and if the incomes could keep 
pace with inflation. 

(Front row, from fourth left) Sim, Ting, Hatta, Hii and others in a group photo after the MoA signing. 

"Firstly, I think the raising of 
the · budget for Sarawak from 
federal is good. Nothing too 
impactful in my honest opinion, 
but it will help a lot in terms of 
keeping up with maintenance 
like the Pan Borneo Highway, 
which is mostly under federal 
jurisdiction," he told The Borneo 
Post. 

He called for greater emphasis 
on public transportation, 
mobility and smart city planning 
as well as efforts to attract 
businesses to Sarawak. 

On the minimum wage 
increase, Carlucci questioned 
whether raising the minimum 
alone would improve the 
financial well-being of workers. 

"Businesses with narrow profit 
margins could face additional 
financial pressure from higher 
labour costs, and businesses 
may respond by increasing 
prices, reducing .recruitment 
or accelerating automation, 
although the actual effects 
would depend on their financial 
capacity and productivity," he 
said. 

He called for targeted 
support for micro, small and 
medium enterprises through 
digitalisation, automation and 
skills development to help 
businesses improve productivity 

Couple charged with murder of three-month-old baby 
SIBU: A man and a woman were 
charged at the Magistrates' Court 
here yesterday with murdering a 
three-month-old girl 

No plea was recorded from the 
duo as · the offence falls under 
the jurisdiction of the High 
Court. . 

The charge against the 30-year­
old man and 35-year-old woman 

was framed under Section 302 
of the Penal Code read together 
with Section 34 of the same 
Code. 

The Section provides for the 
death penalty or imprisonment 
for betwe�n 30 and 40 years, and 
if not sentenced to death. not less 
than 12 strokes of the cane, upon 
conviction. 

The accused were charged with 
causing the death of Jesslyn Lee 
at a hotel room in Pulau Li Hua 
here between 6am and 103oam 
on Sept 27, 2026. 

Deputy public prosecutor 
Keshava Rao Tharma Raja sought 
a further mention pending the 
post-mortem, DNA analysis and 
drug test reports. 

Tie-up to boost Batang Ai tilapia 
ecosystem,farmers'income 
KUCHING: The RM103,ooo 
Batang Ai Tilapia Social 
Innovation Project seeks to 
improve fish survival, farm 
productivity and income among 
small-scale tilapia farmers. 

Swinburne Sarawak deputy 
pro-vice chancellor (Academic) 
Sim Kwan Yong said the project 
is supported by the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Borneo 
Eco Fish Sdn Bhd. 

"With 95 per cent of the 
funding provided by the ministry 
and the remaining 5 per cent 
contributed by industry partner 
Borneo Eco Fish Sdn Bhd, this 
matching grant reflects a shared 
commitment between the 
government and the industry 
to develop innovative solutions 
that deliver tangible benefits 
for the community," he said 
at the project's Memorandum 
of Agreement (MoA) signing 
ceremony here yesterday. 

Sim said Swinburne Sarawak 
believes impactful research 

should go beyond academic 
boundaries and contribute to 
society. 

He added the Batang Ai project 
embodies this commitment 
by focusing on empowering 
840 smallholder fish farming 
households through a 
combination of governance 
reform, skills development, 
technology adoption and 
industry engagement. 

"Batang Ai is a region with 
significant aquaculture potential. 
Its clean. fresh water ecosystem 
combined with a strong market 
demand for the red tilapia 
present great opportunities for 
rural communities. 

"However, many smallholder 
farmers continue to face 
challenges related to 
productivity, fish survival rate, 
farm management pfac;tices and 
access to sustainable market 
channels," he said. 

Meanwhile, Borneo Eco Fish 
managing director Thomas Hii 

Tiong Kong said the research 
findings would benefit all parties 
in Batang Ai. 

"Cost saving is a key factor 
in this farming activity while 
operating under the rules of 
Good Agricultural Practices. 

"Now we are glad that the 
academic side is also joining 
the effort to contribute to 
the government's effort to 
achieve better food security 
and food safety in Sarawak," he 
said. 

The one-year project aims 
to strengthen farmers' skills, 
support food production, and 
promote more stable livelihoods 
by applying university research 
and industry experience to 
address practical challenges 
in tilapia farming in Batang 
Ai. 

Witnessing the MoA signing 
were Swinburne Sarawak board 
member Datuk Philip Ting and 
Ceria Alliance Sdn Bhd chairman 
Datu Dr Hatta Solhi. 
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