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::;;: 1 ua 10n was roug eparately, t ree unoccupied affect the main structure of the were reported, with the cause of a tact the police
under control at 4.34am, and the houses and a store at Rumah longhouse. the fire under investigation.  
operation was ended at 5.44am Empani in Lubuk Putan, Sungai "The fire involved separate He also reminded the public to
afte� checks found no risk of Meradong, Bintangor were razed structures situated close to prioritise fire safety in residential
reignition. to the ground yesterday. one another, which allowed the areas to minimise the risk of

"The cause of the fire is under Bintangor fire station chief flames to spread quickly," he said similar incidents. 

Chok is escorted by a police officer
at the court. - Photo by Mohd Faisal
Ahmad 

Online gambling: 
Manpleads 
guilty, fined 
RM2,700 

KUCHING: A man was fined
RM2,100 in default three months'
jail by the Magistrates' Court
here yesterday for engaging in
online gambling in public. 

Bryan Chok, 24, pleaded guilty 
before Magistrate Nureina
Syafika Mohd Najib to a charge 
under Section 7(2) of the 
Common Gaming Houses Act 
1953, which provides for a fine 
not exceeding RM5,ooo or up to
six m·onths' jail, or both, upon
conviction. 

He committed the offence at a
convenience store on Lorong Lee
Ling 1D, Matang here at about 
9pm on Sept 20, 2026. 

According to the facts of the 
case, police raided the premises 
and spotted Chok allegedly 
engaging in online gambling. 

A check of his mobile phone 
found it contained evidence of 
online gambling, leading to his 
arrest. 

Seized during the raid were 
items suspected to have been 
used for the activity, including
� m�bile p��ne, � piece of I_>aper

Man jailed 10 months for using fake 
QR payment code in bid to cheat 
KOT.A KINABALU: A man who
used a fake QR code receipt
during a purchase was sentenced
by the Magistrates· Court
here yesterday to 10 months'
imprisonment. 

Mohd Sobrie Eddie, 32, changed
his plea to guilty after initially
claiming trial to a charge under
Section 471 of the Penal Code,
punishable under Section 465 of
the same Code. 

The prosecution had so far 

called one witness to testify
against the accused. 

Mohd Sobrie was charged
with using a fake QR receipt as
genuine in front of a convenience
store in Inanam on Oct 19, 2024. 

The facts of the case
stated that he had agreed to
purchase a set of audio
equipment worth RM1,100 from
the complainant. 

The accused showed a ,QR
receipt indicating the successful

transfer of · funds into the
account of the complainant's
wife. 

However upon checking, the
complainant found no such
transfer of funds and filed a
police report which led to Mohd
Sobrie's arrest. 

Prosecuting before Magistrate
Dzul Elmy Yunus was deputy
public prosecutor Akaash
Singh, while the accused was
unrepresented by counsel 

Mosti warns against impersonation, fraudulent 
use of ministry, officers' name, identity 

PUTRAJAYA: The' Ministry
of Science, Technology and
Innovation (Mosti) has received
several complaints regarding
the ministry's name and identity
being misused, as well as
those of its officers, by parties
seeking. to collect payments
and conduct unauthorised
transactions. 

In a statement, Mosti said
it views the matter seriously
and stressed that the use of the
ministry's name, logo or official

identity without authorisation
does not imply that any matteP 
has received approval or involves 
the ministry. 

"All official dealings must be
condu,.cted through the channels
and procedures established by
the Ministry," the statement 
read. • 

Mosti advised the public 
and industry players to verify 
matters through the ministry's
official channels before
making any payment or taking 

action based on suspicious
communications. 

The ministry also reaffirmed
its commitment to safeguarding 
the integrity of the public service 
and protecting the interests of 
the public and industry players
against all forms of fraud and
identity misuse. 

Those with enquiries may
contact Mosti's Procurement
Section, Finance Division on 03-
8885-8164/8072/8373/8506/8208. 
-Bernama

Govt retiree claims trial to sexually assaulting 2 girls 

KANGAR: A government retiree 
pleaded not guilty in the Sessions 
Court here yesterday to three 
charges of committing physical 
sexual assault and criminal 
force against two girls about two
months ago. 

Annuar Abdullah, 72, entered 
the plea after the ·charges were
read out to him before Judge
Sharifah Norazlita Syed Salim 
Idid. 

The first two charges alleged 
that Annuar committed physical
sexual assault against an 11-
year-and-five-month-old girl at a 
house here at 6.30pm on Aug 11, 
2026. 

The third charge alleges that 

he used criminal force against
a 10-year-and-11-month-old girl
by pulling both her legs with
the intention of outraging her 
modesty at the same place, time

and date. 
The first two charges were 

brought under Section 14(a) of 
the Sexual Offences Against 
Children Act 2011, which provides 
for a maximum prison sentence 
of 20 years and whipping, upon 
conviction. 

The third charge, under Section 
354 of the Penal Code, carries a 
maximum prison sentence· of 
10 years or a fine or whipping, 
or any two of the punishments, 
upon conviction. 

The court granted Annuar bail 
of RM10,ooo with one surety and
ordered him to report to a nearby
police station on the first day of 
every month. 

He was also prohibited from
approaching or disturbing
the victims and prosecution
witnesses until the disposal of 
the case. The court fixed Nov 24 
for mention for submission of 
relevant documents. 

Deputy public prosecutor 
Mohd Alif Farhan Hassan 
appeared for the prosecution, 
while Annuar was represented by 
lawyers Zuhair Ahmad Zakuan 
and Mohamad Alif Farhan 
Mohamad Supian. -Berna.1!1a 

Man charged with murdering AKPS officer wife at KLIA quarters 

SEREMBAN: A man was ch�rged 
at the Magistrates' Court here 
yesterday with murdering 

nodded to indicate he understood
the charge read before Magistrate
Nurul Saqinah Rosli. 

Nilai at about 1pm. 
The charge was framed

under Section �n?. nf thi> Pi>n:al

Man fined RMsoo for having 
contraband ciggies, alcohol 

KUCHING: The Magistrates'
Court here yesterday fined 
a man RM500 in default one 
week in prison for possessing
untaxed cigarettes and alcoholic
beverages. 

Magistrate Ling Hui Chuan
convicted Liew Tao Siang, 31, on
his guilty plea to a charge under
Section 37(1) of the Sarawak
Minor Offences Ordinance 1958,
which provides for up to three
months' jail or a fine of RM5oo. 

The offence was committed at
a grocery store at Tapah Bazaar,
.Mile 22 Jalan Kuching-Serian at 
about 1pm on Sept 26, 2026. 

According to the facts of
the case, General Operations
Force personnel conducted an
Op Taring Alpha operation at 
the premises on suspicion that 

untaxed goods were being stored
and sold there. 

Liew, who was present at the
premises, identified himself as 
the person in charge of the store. 

During the inspection 
conducted in Liew's presence, 
the team found various brands
of cigarettes and alcoholic
drinks suspected of being
untaxed. 

Liew admitted that the items
belonged to the store but failed 
to produce valid documents 
proving their lawful ownership. 

The seizure comprised 192
cans of alcoholic drinks and 153
cartons of cigarettes. 

Deputy public prosecutor
Nurul Aqila Morsalin prosecuted,
while the accused was
unrepresented 

Dr MuhamadAkmal arrives at the court with his wife Datin Dr Fatin Nadhirah
Idrus. - Bernama photo 

Prosecution rejects 
'Akmal's representation to 
drop public alarm charge 
BUKIT MERTAJAM: The 
Magistrates' Court here was told 
yesterday that the prosecution 
has rejected a representation 
by Umno Youth chief Datuk Dr 
Muhamad Akmal Saleh seeking 
to drop his charge of causing 
alarm to public safety through 
his social media account last 
year. 

Penang prosecution director
Muna Mohamed Jaafar conveyed 
the matter during proceedings 
before Magistrate Roshayati 
Radellah. 

However, lawyer Aizat Azam,
rQinr,:,c::ontinanrM11h'3m�rl Al,rn..,1 

it to the Attorney-General's 
Chambers. 

·we have no objection if the
lawyers wish to submit another 
representation," she said 

The court fixed Jan 4. 2027
as the next mention date for 
developments regarding the 
second representation. 

In August 2025, Dr Muhamad
Akmal claimed trial to a charge 
of issuing a statement likely to 
cause public alarm and public 
unrest. 

He was alleged to have issued 
the statement through a social 
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