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Man fined RM500 for having
contraband ciggies, alcohol

KUCHING: The Magistrates’
Court here yesterday fined
a man RMs500 in default one
week in prison for possessing
untaxed cigarettes and alcoholic
beverages.

Magistrate Ling Hui Chuan
convicted Liew Tao Siang, 31, on
his guilty plea to a charge under
Section 37(1) of the Sarawak
Minor Offences Ordinance 1958,
which provides for up to three
months’ jail or a fine of RM500.

The offence was committed at
a grocery store at Tapah Bazaar,
Mile 22 Jalan Kuching-Serian at
about 1pm on Sept 26, 2026.

According to the facts of
the case, General Operations
Force personnel conducted an
Op Taring Alpha operation at
the premises on suspicion that

untaxed goods were being stored
and sold there.

Liew, who was present at the
premises, identified himself as
the person in charge of the store.

During the inspection
conducted in Liew's presence,
the team found various brands
of cigarettes and alcoholic
drinks suspected of being
untaxed.

Liew admitted that the items
belonged to the store but failed
to produce valid documents
proving their lawful ownership.

The seizure comprised 192
cans of alcoholic drinks and 153
cartons of cigarettes.

Deputy public prosecutor
Nurul Agila Morsalin prosecuted,
while the accused was
unrepresented.



