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:Grocery store worker 
nabbed for sE!lling 
:gambling top-ups 
SARATOK: Police on Monday 
detained a grocery shop worker 
in Kabong town, near here, for 
allegedly selling online gambling 
top-ups. 

Saratok police chief DSP 
Mathew Manggie said the 
suspect, a 32-year-old woman, 
was arrested during an 'Op Dadu' 
operation following a tip-off that 
online gambling activities were 
taking place at the premises. 

"The sus.pect was alone at the 
counter when a team from the 
district Criminal Investigation 

. Division raided the premises 
around 3.30pm. 

"She is believed to have been 
selling online gambling top-ups 
to customers around Kabong 
town," he said in a statement. 

Seized during the raid were a 
mobile phone and a sum of cash, 
he added. 

Mathew said preliminary 
investigations found that the 
woman had only been working 
at the grocery shop for about a 
week. 

"She said she took the job 

Police personnel question the suspect at the grocery store. - Police photo 

to earn some extra money to 
support her family as she does 
not have fixed employment," he 
said, adding that the woman had 
tested negative for drugs. 

The case is being investigated 
under Section 4B(a) of the 

Common Gaming Houses Act 
1953, which provides for a fine of 
betweenRM10,oooandRM100,ooo 
for each gaming machine seized 
and imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding five years, upon 
conviction. 

Man with criminal history j•ailed; 
slapped with fine for death threat 
KUCHING: The Magistrates' 
Court here yesterday sentenced 
a man to one week in prison and 
fined him RM5,ooo, in default 
two-month imprisonment, for 
threatening to kill his relative. 

Magistrate Nureina Syafika 
Mohd Najib convicted Erik 
Maang Dring, 54, after he pleaded 
guilty to a charge of criminal 
intimidation under Section 503 
of the Penal Code, punishable 
�·-..J-- C'--·=-- ........ c -& ... i.. .... ,.....,_,_,.. 

Man gets two 
years in jail for 
breaching police 
supervision order 

SIBU: A 33-year-old man 
was sentenced to two years 
imprisonment by the Magistrates' 
Court here yesterday for 
breaching conditions imposed 
under a police supervision order. 

Mohammad Fadzil Yasin from 
Jalan Maling here pleaded guilty 
before Magistrate Romario Jonoi 
to a charge under Section 15(2)(d) 
of the Prevention of Crime Act 
1959, punishable under Section 
15(4) of the same Act. 

The court heard that under the 
supervision order, the accused 
was required to report himself 
to the officer-in-charge of Sibu 
Central Police Station every 
Thursday until June 17 next 
year. 

However, he last reported 
himself a� the police station on 
July 30 this year. 

On Aug 14 at 10.50pm, 
personnel from Sibu Central 
police station went to 
Mohammad Fadzil's house and, 
after an hour of not receiving 
a response, entered and found 
that he was not there. 

He was arrested by police in 
Miri at about 9pm on Oct L 

Deputy public prosecutor 
Mohd Syazani Izzaddin Abdul 
Muadzam prosecuted, while the 
accused was unrepresented. 

Boyfriend held 
over murder of 
female student 
inKuantan 

KUANTAN: A female student is 
believed to have been murdered 
by her boyfriend at a house on 
Jalan Air Putih here in the wee 
hours of yesterday. 

Kuantan police chief ACP 
Ashari Abu Samah said the 
student's boyfriend placed an 
emergency call regarding the 
incident at 4.32am. 

He said the team dispatched 
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Stepsister claims mistreated 
by Zara's mum, suffered 
emotional distress 

KOTA KIN
A

BALU: The late Zara 
Qairina Mahathir's stepsister 
broke down in tears in the 
Coroner's Court here while 
recalling events during her 
seven-month stay with Zara's 
mother some 15 years ago. 

Malianah Mahathir, 25, who 
was testifying before Coroner 
Amir Shah Amir Hassan, claimed 
that she suffered emotional 
distress due to the way Noraidah 
Lamat treated her and sp9ke to 
her. 

In her witness statement, 
Malianah, who is the 81st 
·deponent, said she lived with her
father Mahathir Mohd Hashim
and stepmother Noraidah from
late 2011 until June 2012.

She claimed that she was
unhappy throughout her stay
with Noraidah.

According to her, Noraidah
treated her well when her father
was at home, including helping
with her needs and schoolwork.

However, she claimed that the
treatment changed whenever
her father was away for work
over several days.

"Throughout the time I lived
with my stepmother, she was
good at pretending. W�en my
father was at home, she would be
nice to me.

"But when my father went to
work as a driver at Sabah Oil &
Gas Kimanis, she would change
and did not like me," she claimed.

Malianah further claimed that
when her father was away, she
had to cook for herself, wash
her own clothes - including her
school uniform - and prepare her
own things for school.

She claimed that Noraidah 
often used harsh and insulting 
words towards her, which caused 
her emotional distress. 

"I wa� still a primary school 
pupil at the time. I could not take 
it anymore and asked my father 
to send me back to my biological 
mother," she testified. 

Malianah also claimed that 
when her father was at home, 
she slept in the living room, but 
when her father went away to 
work, she would sleep at an area 
in the kitchen facing the toilet. 
even though there was another 
empty bedroom in the house. 

She said when Zara was born 
in 2013, she was no longer staying 
with her father and stepmother. 

She claimed that she never met 
or had any contact with Zara 
because her stepmother allegedly 
did not allow her to do so. 

Malianah testified that the 
last time she had contact with 
her stepmother was through 
Face book in 2019, when she asked 
about her father's whereabouts 
and was given her father's phone 
number. 

She further testified that as 
far as she knew, her father and 
Noraidah were still ·married, 
although she was not sure 
about the status of their current 
relationship. 

She added that after her 
parents divorced in 2010, her 
father remarried Noraidah in 
201L 

That was when she first came 
to know about Noraidah, when 
her father told her about his 
impending nuptials. 

Zara, 13, was found unconscious 
below her hostel building on July 
16, 2025, and was pronounced 
dead at Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
the following day. 

Her remains were exhumed on 
Aug 9, 2025, and a post-mortem 
examination was conducted at 
the hospital's Forensic Medicine 
Department on Aug 10. 

On Aug 20, 2025, five minors 
given the pseudonyms Students 
A. B, C, D, and E, were charged
in the Court for Children with
insulting Zara.

The inquest resumes today. 
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