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message had been prepared for 
readings above that level. 

He said the advisory function 
had automatically defaulted 
to the message assigned to 
the o-so API range and caused 
the inappropriate message 
encouraging outdoor activities 
to appear. 

"The issue is not that MBKS 
considers the air quality 
to be safe; as the API reading 
clearly showed a hazardous 
level. 

"The problem is a limitation 
in the· dashboard programming 

A viral photo of the inaccurate smart pole advisory message shared by 
Pending assemblywoman Violet Yong on her Facebook page. 

when the reading went beyond 
the range originally configured," 
he said. 

Wee thanked the public for 
their feedback, adding that 

MBKS would continue improving 
the system to ensure the 
numerical reading, gauge and 
advisory message remained 

1 consistent at all API levels. 
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SARIKEI: A 78-year-old man who 
went missing after leaving home 
on Aug 29 to tend to his oil palm 
smallholding was found safe 
yesterday morning. 

The Fire and Rescue 
Department (Bomba) said Chali 
Mat was found by members 
of the public at 6.58am some 
skm from his home at Jalan 
Sungai Tapang, Jalan Bayong. 

"We received a call at 7.42am 
that the victim had been 
found and dispatched a team 

-

to the location to confirm the 
discovery. 

"The· victim was later safely 
returned to his family, and the 
three-day search was officially 
called off at 8.30am," said Bomba 
in a statement. 

The statement did not provide 
an explanation as to where 
the senior had been since his 
disappearance. 

Chali was last seen leaving 
his house at about 8.1sam on 
Aug 29 to go to his oil palm 

-

smallholding. 
When he failed to return later 

that day, his family c;:onducted 
their own search before filing a 
missing person report. 

The first two days 0f the 
search involved Bomba, police, 
Civil Defence Force, Lubok 
Lemba volunteer fire bridge and 
local villagers. The search was 
hampered by poor mobile phone 
coverage in the area, which 
affected communication during 
the operation. 

� Lawas teachers display Canva 
Code innovations .at showcase 

.,__ 

The accused is led away by police after sentencing. 

Jail, caning for snatching 
mum's gold necklace 
KUCHING: A food delivery rider 
was sentenced yesterday to 
seven years' jail and five strokes 
of the cane for snatching his own 
mother's gold necklace. 

Sessions Court judge Musli 
Ab Hamid convicted Stanley 
Wong, 26, on his own guilty 
plea to a charge under Section 
392 of the Penal Code, which 
provides for up to 14 years' 
impr�sonment and a fine or 
whipping. 

The offence was committed at 
�he family's house in Kampung 
Stutong Baru here at about 
10.20am on Aug 27, 2026. 

According to the facts of the 
case, the accused's mother, 45, 
was sitting in the living room 
when he approached her from 
behind and pulled off the gold 
necklace she was wearing before 

fleeing. 
The . chain was valued at 

RM1,ooo. 
Acting on a report lodged 

by the mother, police arrested 
the accused later the same day, 
and he led investigators to a 
location where he had sold the 
jewellery. 

The accused also told police 
that he committed the act while 
under the influence of drugs. 

Urine screening found him 
positive for amphetamine and 
methamphetamine. 

Background checks by police 
also showed he had several prior 
criminal records, including for 
drugs. 

In pleading to the court for 
leniency, the accused said he 
stole the necklace because he 
needed money to go shopping. 

LAWAS: Ten teams of teachers 
from SK Agama (MIS) here have 
developed interactive teaching 
and learning innovations using 
Canva Code, marking a milestone 
to classroom-based digital 
innovation in the district. 

The innovations were 
unveiled at the Canva Classroom 
Innovation Showcase 2026 on 
Aug 28, following an almost two­
month professional development 
programme involving mentorship 
from educators across Malaysia. 

Themed 'Innovating Classrooms 
· for a Sustainable Future', the
programme aimed to encourage
teachers to move beyond using
digital materials to creating
their own interactive resources
tailored to curriculum and pupils'
needs.

Programme organiser and
award-winning educator Nazmi
Rosli said the teachers first
attended a Canva Code basics
workshop before being divided
into 10 groups to develop their
respective innovations.

"Each group was then matched
with a mentor, involving 10
Canva mentors from various
locations across Malaysia who
provided online guidance," he
said in a statement.

Among the mentors were Dr
Hafizah Hsbollah of Universiti
Utara Malaysia and Siti •Hasnah
of Universiti Malaysia Sabah.

Through the mentorship
sessions, teachers received
feedback on their ideas,
pedagogical content. interactivity,
appllcation functionality and
suitability for classroom use
before testing and refining their

�

Students make use of interactive learning tools at the showcase. 

innovations. 
At the showcase, pupils were 

also given the opportunity to 
try the games and activities 
developed by their teachers, 
while environmental themes 
were incorporated into the 
innovations and booth designs. 

Group 9, mentored by 
Hafizah, emerged champion 
and received RM1,ooo. 
The second- and third-placed 
groups received RMsoo and 
RM300 respectively, while the 
Kids' Choice Award and Best 

' Booth Award each carried a 

RM200 prize. 
Mentors from various parts 

of Malaysia also joined the 
sh(Jwcase virtually via Google 
Meet. 

The programme was supported 
by Canva, the Natural Resources 
and Environment Board (NREB) 
Sarawak, La was District 
Education Office, and Lawas 
Digital Innovation Hub, with 
contributions from Bongawan 
Fried Chicken and Dana Kita. 

The closing ceremony was 
officiated by a representative 
of NREB Sarawak. 

The organiser said the 
initiative aimed to expand 
the use of smartboards in 
schools beyond basic slide and 
video presentations, allowing 
pupils to interact directly with 
content developed by their 
teachers. 

It also highlighted the potential 
for collaboration between 
schools, - mentors, universities, 
government agencies, the 
private sector and the community 
to widen access to professional 
development and educational 
innovation in Lawas. 
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