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KUCHING: Unifi'ed Examination 
Certificate (UEC), hold�rs do not 
need . to pass Bahasa Melayu 
as a · prerequisite to qualify 
.for Sar,awak's Free Tertiary 
Education Scheme (FTES), said 
Deputy Minister of Education, 
Innovation and Talent 
Development Datuk Dr Annuar 
Rapaee. 

He said UEC holders woul'd be 
considered for admission and 
FTES based on the applicable 
academic and programme­
specific requirements of th¢ 

. four participating institutibns, 
namely Swinburne University 
of Technol'ogy Sarawak Campus, 
University of Technology 

. Sarawak(UTS), Curtin University 
Malaysia, and i-CA'fS University 
College: 

"Whether Bahasa Melayu is a 
very important prerequisite for 
entry into our four universities, 
or whether Bahasa Melayu is 
also an important criterion for 

, UEC students to be offered free • 

g1ven J.n:e ,Lt:i\Ucu:y t:UUl.:ctUClll, 

. he said during the question-and­
answer session in response to a 
qµery" from See Chee How (IND­
Batu Lintang) on the eligibility 

. criteria for UEC holders under 
FTES . 

Dt Annuar expl�ned that 
admission requirements varied 
according to the -institution and 
programme applied for. 

"Generally, the requirerp.ent for 
a bachelor's degree progr�mme 

, for a UEC holder is five Grade 
Bs, with .additional prerequisite 
s1;1bjects for certain programmes 
such as Mathematics, Additional 
Mathematics' and Physical 
Science," he said. 

Based on the C1Jrrent admission 
requirements provided·· by the 
participating institutioi;1s, he said 
a pass in Bahasa Melayu was not 
stipulated as a compulsory-entry 
requirement for UEC holders. ' 
. However, �e advised u·�c 

holders-to have a good command 
of English, as English is the 
main medium of instruction for 
most programmes at the four 
institutions. 

),_ 

_school cle�ner's workload. 
The- entry earned them 

RM3,500, certificates and 
Petrosains merchandise. 

S.O:R.T. combines Arduino'
coding J,Vith Teachable 
Machine-a tool for training AI 
models. 
· Its camera recegnises waste

such as cans, plastic and' paper,
then automatically opens the
correct bin for dispo�al.

"We created S.O.R.T. ,because 
we wanted to help Aunty Siti, 

ancl-impr9ve•our prdject further,", 
said the �udent, whose ambition 
is to become an architect. 

Their teacher'Hanson Teo; 28, 
said it was especially meaningful 
to see his chargeneach the Top
1b and go on to win the title. '

"More than the achievement 
itself, I'm proud· to see how- the 
students are able to apply what 
tpey. have learned to develop 
a: practical solution to a . real 
problem," he said,in a· statement .. 

The national-level technology 

received RM2,500, wnile- SK 
Telanok from Pahang placed' 
third and won RM2,ooo. 
· SK Runchang from Pahang and

SK Padang 'from Sabah placed
fourth and .fifth, i::espectively,
each receiving RM1,ooo.

Now in its third year, Tech4All 
is . organised by Petrosains, the . 
social impact arm of ,Petronas 
in. education, in collaboration 
with the Education Ministry's 
Daily School Management 
Divisidn. 

confidence to guideST£:t,r-�~;;. 
· (Science, TechnologyJ;�gineering
and Mathematics) le'arning
within their own communities,
we are creating a sustainable
model of impact that extends far
beyond a single programme or
co_mpetition." . 

In July, 56 teachers from 2s· 
schools attended the Tech4All 

· T.eacpers Bootcamp in- Kuala
Lumpur, and later passed
on what they learned to the
students in their own schools. · , 

1Haze:.Schools.-in�Serian, S.riAmall1,_;:Lubqk/�ntu.1;C-Osed:�toda\t-
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KUCHING: All prtmary and •,. "J:he closure affects all primary 
secondary schools in Serian, Sri,. and s·econciary schools under'the 
Aman and Lubok Antu will be Seriari, Sri :Aman and Lubok Ahtu 
tempo�arily•. dosed today ·(o� . District Education Offices.: 
14) due .to unhealthy air quality "During the closur!!"' hqme-
caused· by the haze. -based teaching and learning

The Sarawak Education (PdPR)· will be· conducted in
Department (JPN) said -the ,a�cordance wit,h the �ducation_ 
decision was made based on.; Ministry's . Circular.· letter 
contihuous monitori�g of Air No. ·s of 2016 0n,'(}uid_e4nes for 
Pollutant Index ,(API) readings Managing Teaching and Learning 
.as of 2pm yesterday, as well· During Disasters, dateq. July 21, 
·as reports from the Malays�an· ., 201et said the department in a· · . · 
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Teachers anci s4pport staff 
, are, also allowed· to work from 

. -home throughout-the temporary 
closure, it added. 

For schools · 'located near 
districts ·recording. API readings 
exceeding 150, the department 
said headmasters arid principals 
may consider imP,}ementing 
PdPR. takin� ii;lto account pupils'· 
health and safety:

However, the. Special $i;:hool 
Entry Assessment (PKSK), 

Certificate (STAM) examinatipn 
.an'd Year 6 Ujian Penilaian Dual 
Laqguage Programme (UP-DLPS 
6) will proceed as scheduled.
, The department also advised
all educational institutions .
un�er its supervision to monitor
API readings in their respective
areas through the Department

. of Environment's Air Pollutant · 
Index . Management System . 

. (APIMS) portal and comply with 
the Health Ministry's latest 
advisories. .: · 
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MP: Serian.haze 
.exposure· equivalent 
to 23 cigarettes daily 
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SIBU:. Two motorists · were. 
each sentenced tq rtjne year-s' 
imprisonment · and ,. ·\ fined 
RM30,ooo in separate cases-at the 
Sessions Court here y�sterday 
for driving unde.r the influence 
of alcohol and causing accidents 
that left two people seriously 
injured. 

Judge Musyiri Peet also 
disqualified · both men from 
holding or obtaining a- dritjng 
licence for 10 years. after they 
pleaded guilty under Section 
44(1A) (b) of the Ro,ad Transport 
Act 1987.'. ' . . · 

In the first case, Ali Kilat, 54, 
from Lebaan was sentenced 
for an accident at pbout 7.30pm 

· on May 31, 2026 al6ng the Sibu-.Janji)ng Manis Roa� near Ruman, 
Henry Belabau. , , ' 

Tne brief facts of the rcase 
state·d that Ali's car entered the 
opposite lane and collided with 
another car, lea:ving � 55-year-bld 

�-·------ . ,;• 

female passenger with-:-'serious Christopher's blood alcohoi 
injuries including · fraetui:.es concentration was. 11,5mg . per 
involviJlg the facial bones and 1o·oml of. blood, or a.5. times the 
the area'surrounding the·ey�. ' prescribed µmit. ,.· · 

A cl).em,istry report showed ·111 mitigation, Christopher
. that ·· Ali's blood· : alcohol said he is married.- with three 
cohcentiatjon was 14Qmg per · . .,children-two of whom are 
100ml of blood; which was 2.8, 1 still schooling-and that his
times the 'prescribed , 'limit of unemploy,ed wife depends on his 
somg per 100ml. ' . · . . , d.aily earnings of a_Mso. · · 

.Jn mitigation, the accused said , He also cited his car and.house 
it was his•first offence and that lqan repayments. · · 
he had been drinking 4uring the · The · prosecution . sought 
Gawai Dayak festival. deterrent sentences in btjth 

He also said he was the s9le · cases, stressing-the danger posed 
�breadwinner, cared for his to .other road users by n1.0.torists 
elderly parent, and had lost his driving ·uiicier· the influence of 
job as a boat driv�r. . alcohol. . 

In the·second case.Christopher� . In sentent�11g th� two ai;cused
'. Bandau, 45, from Jalan -Oya was the ju�ge said ··such offences· 

sentenced over an· accident · at were•: serious ,and ·_ithat guilty 
about 8pm on May 24, 2026 along pleas could not dimiriish their 
Jalan Ulu·Oy:a seriousn�ss;or the-harm suffered 

The coul't heard that the by the victims .. • · . 
accused's -car collided with a The court stressed that severe 
motorcycle after h� turned.right conseqq_en�es were necess_ary 
at a junctiop, leaving the �o-year- tq .g.etei: similar, offences and 
old motorcyclist with ,.multiple . prptecst'the pul:ilic. 
serious iQjuries '.including·_.,. Deputy · public· prosecutor 
fractures to ··both., femurs, the Cynthia Emmelda. Jerry 
pelvis and the thoracic spine,_The prosecuted both cases, while the-
victiin required sµrgery; · .. accuse� were unrepre�ented. 

J{UCHING: Residents in Serian 
were exposed to air pollution 
equivalent to smol,<lng 23 
cigarettes. a day at the ,height of 

, the haze; .while those in Kuching 
were faceg with exposure 
equivalent to about 14 cigarettes . 
a day, said Banqar Kuching MP 
Dr Kelyin Y-Ii. 

Citi11g estimates by Berkeley 
Earth linking daily exposure to 
PM2.s pollution with the health 
equivalent of cigarette smoltjng, 

1 • h� said the figures refle�ted the 
1· severity of the·h�e that aff!!cted · 

Sarawak last month. 
· Yii said Serian's :Air Pollutant

Index �(API) exceeded soc on 
Sept 4. pr9mp��g a6: emergency 
declariition, while · Kuching. 
recorded an API .of 357 on Sept L 

mghlighting the seriou� healtli­
risks posed by transboundary 
smoke·, he stressed there 
·is ·now � , urgent 'need for
the government to enact a.
Transboundary Haze'Act to hold·
polluters legally accountable.
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