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Bau'·s gold mining 
museum set for early 
2027 construction· 
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KUCHING: Construction of the 
Gold Mining Museum in Bau 
should kick off early next year, 
with the project tender expected 
to be called by Nov 6, said Dato 
Henry Harry Jinep. 

The Tasik Biru assemblyman 
said the museum would be 
located towards the end of 
the popular Tasik Biru, and 
would serve as an educational 
attraction highlighting Bau's rich 
gold mining heritage. 

"Hopefully, by early next year, 
they will start the construction. 
It should be completed within 
one to two years. • 

According to Henry, the state 
Deputy Minister of Transport, 
the concept is based on the Waihi 
Gold Mining Museum in New 
Zealand. 

"Their mining landscape is 
similar to ours near limestone 
formations, and we are following 
that approach closely. The 
physical design will feature a 
modern look structured like a 

An artist's impression of the museum. 

mining pit with terraced layers, 
ma.king it an interactive space 
for education, historical learning, 
and knowledge sharing,� he told 
reporters. 

Henry said the museum 
would be among ·several tourism 
products being developed to 
strengthen Bau·s appeal as a 
destination for visitors from 
Kuching and beyond. 

According to him, Bau has 
undergone a transformation 
from a relatively quiet town 
into a more vibrant destination 
offering tourism, entertainment, 
recreation and sporting 
activities. 

He cited Tasik Biru Resort 
City, live music and busking 
scene along Lobuh Bau (Bau 
Square), and the historical 
town of Siniawan as among the 
attractions drawing visitors to 
the district. 

Henry said the introduction 
of regular busking sessions on 
Friday and Saturday nights, as 
well as on public holidays at 
Lobuh Bau had helped create 
a lively atmosphere, while 
also providing local musicians 
with opportunities to earn an 
income. 

"The district is also attracting 

visitors through hiking, fun runs 
and other sporting events, with 
community-led activities taking 
place regularly," he added. 

He said the development of 
more tourism attractions, together 
with improved infrastructure 
and accommodation, would help · 
encourage visitors to stay longer 
in Bau rather than make only 
short visits. 

He expressed hope that the 
completion of the Immigration, 
Customs, Quarantin� and 
Security (ICQS) complex in 
Serikin would further boost cross­
border tourism, particularly from 
Indonesia 

The availability of hotels would 
also be important in supporting 
the anticipated increase in 
visitors, he added 

Henry said tourism 
development could generate 
wider economic benefits by 
attracting investors, creating 
employment opportunities and 
encouraging more businesses to 
open. 

"When you want to bring in 
investors, you need to create 
something. Investors will 
not come to a place if they 
do not see its potential," he 
said 

Home s 

�--- ""' 
.f��x_. 

Wan Junaidi (centre) and Fauziah, on his left, in a photo call with Azizah (fourth left) and her delegation during the 
courtesy call. - Astana photo 

TYT calls for more court 
facilities in Sarawak 
KUCHING: Sarawak needs more 
court buildings and facilities 
across its 12 divisions to improve 
access to justice, particularly for 
people living in rural and remote 
areas, said Yang Di-Pertua Negeri 
Tun Pehin Sri Dr Wan Junaidi 
Tuanku Jaafar. 

In a statement issued by 
Astana Sarawak, Wan Junaidi 
said the state's vast geographical 
area posed challenges for people 
who had to travel long distances 
to access court services. 

He made the remarks during 
a courtesy call by Chief Judge 
of Sabah and Sarawak Tan 
Sri Azizah N awawi and her 
delegation at the Astana here 
yesterday. 

Wan Junaidi said the need 
for more court facilities had 
previously been highlighted 
when he served as Minister in 
Prime Minister's Department 
(Parliament and Law). 

He stressed that complete, 
modern and appropriate court 
infrastructure was essential 
to ensure an -efficient judicial 
system and a conducive working 

. environment for judges and 
judicial officers. 

He also suggested that the 
judiciary engage with the 
Sarawak government to identify 
suitable strategic locations for 

court buildings and related 
facilities across the state. 

Wan Junaidi emphasised the 
importance of protecting the 
position, security and dignity of 
the judiciary, including providing 
separate entrances and exits 
for judges attending court 
proceedings and accessing their 
chambers. 

The Head of State said judges 
should also receive appropriate 
facilities, including suitable 
residential accommodation and 
official vehicles commensurate 
with their responsibilities. 

He called for the service scheme 
and retirement age for judges to 
be considered separately from 
those of the general civil service, 
taking into account their duties, 
experience and expertise, as well 
as the need to safeguard judicial 
independence and continuity. 

On the legal profession, 
Wan Junaidi said the Sarawak 
Advocates Association should 
have broader representation, 
including members from every 
division, to ensure the needs and 
interests of legal practitioners 
throughout the state were 
adequately represented. 

Meanwhile. Azizah briefed the 
Head of State on developments in 
judicial infrastructure, including 
plans for a specialised criminal 

court and four civil courts. 
Wan Junaidi welcomed the, 

developments, saying that they 
could improve case management, 
expedite trials and enhance the , 
delivery of judicial services. 

He expressed hope that 
efforts to strengthen the 
judiciary in Sabah and Sarawak , 
would continue to receive due , 
attention. 

"Every segment of society, 
including those in rural and 
remote areas, should have easier, 
fairer and more effective access 
to the country's legal system." 

During the courtesy call, 
Azizah also presented formal 
invitations to Wan Junaidi -
and his wife Toh Puan Datuk 
Patinggi Fauziah Mohd Sanusi 
to attend and officiate at the gala 
dinner for the opening of the 
Legal Year Sabah and Sarawak 
2026, scheduled for January next 
year. 

Azizah was accompanied by 
Sarawak High Court judges 
Wong Siong Tung, Amelati 
Parnell and Faridz Gohim 
Abdullah; High Court Judicial 
Commissioner Zaleha Mohd 
Yusuf Pan; Sabah and Sarawak 
High Court Registrar Datuk 
Azreena Aziz; and Sarawak 
Advocates Association president 
Gunvir Singh Sandu. 
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