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Man acquitted of murdering 
girlfriend's young son in 2021
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KUCHING: The High Court here 
has discharged and acquitted 
a 28-year-old Betong man of a 
murder charge involving his 
girlfriend's two-year-old son in 
2021. 

Judicial Commissioner Zaleha 
Mohd Yusuf Pan made the ruling 
after finding the prosecution had 
failed to establish a prima fade 
case against him at the close of 
its case. 

The court found that there 
was no credible evidence to 
establish that the accused was 
at the scene when the incident 
occurred. 

The man, who was 23 at the 
time, had been charged with 
causing the death of the child at 
an unnumbered house in Spaoh, 
Betong, between 8am and 10am 
on June 6, 2021. 

The charge was framed under 

The accused speaks to his lawyers at the court complex lobby. 

Section 302 of the Penal Code, 
which provides for the death 
penalty or imprisonment of 
between 30 and 40 years and not 
less than 12 strokes of the cane 
upon conviction. 

The victim was the son of the 

accused's girlfriend, with whom 
he was living. 

The boy died from intra­
abdominal injuries caused by 
blunt force trauma. 

The prosecution took 13 days 
to complete its case, beginning 

on Sept 29, 2025, and continuing 
on Oct 1 and Dec 8-12, 2025, as 
well as Feb 24-26, 2026 and April 
27-28, 2026.

During the proceedings, 63
exhibits were tendered and 14 
witnesses were called. 

The accused was represented 
by assigned counsels Dato 
Candida Entri, Abang Mohd 
Tosen, and Awangku Ariff Radhi 
Awang Ariffin. 

Deputy public prosecutor Aida 
N urdiana Che Kamarulzaman 
appeared for the prosecution. 

In an earlier report, then 
Betong police chief DSP Zamry 
Alli said the boy was pronounced 
dead by a medical officer at 
Betong Hospital at 3.45pm on 
June 6, 2021. 

He said a medical examination 
found several injuries and 
bruises on the boy's body, which 
could have contributed to his 
death. 

Police arrested four family 
members of the boy, aged 
between 22 and 65, including 
his biological parents, for 
investigation. 

Mida assures commitment to investors' expansion in Malaysia 

KUALA LUMPUR: The Malaysian 
Investment Development 
Authority (Mida) remains 
committed to facilitating 
investors' expansion in Malaysia 
through a combination of 
tax incentives, infrastructure 
development and a strong talent 
pool. 

The agency said this was in line 
with several measures outlined 
under Budget 2027, aimed 
at strengthening Malaysia's 
position as a destination for 
high-quality and high-impact 
investments. 

These include the extension 
of the Global Services Hub 

2030, alongside RM17 billion 
allocated for grid and energy 
initiatives through Tenaga 
Nasional Bhd, UEM Lestra 
and the Retirement Fund 
(Incorporated), is expected to 
strengthen energy infrastructure 
and attract sustainable 
investments. 

Under the #InvestLokal 
agenda. Budget 2021 will channel 
support towards strengthening 
local companies and domestic 
supply chains, particularly in 
high-technology sectors. 

The RM25 billion in invest­
ments under the government­
linked investment companies' 
r.F.A R-11 P initiative include RML2 

local businesses move into 
higher-value · activities such 
as chip design and smart 
manufacturing. 

Mida chief executive officer 
Datuk Sikh Shamsul Ibrahim 
Sikh Abdul Majid said the 
budget would provide long­
term confidence to investors, 
strengthen the industrial 
ecosystem and ensure that 
economic benefits are extended 
to small and medium enterprises 
and the local workforce. 

"Malaysia's priority is not 
merely to attract high-quality 
and sustainable investments, 
but also to ensure that they 
would generate added value and 

strengthening industrial 
capabilities and the ecosystem, 
move Malaysian companies into 
higher-value segments of the 
value chain, and create high­
income jobs to drive inclusive 
economic growth," he said in a 
statement. 

Mida in the same statement 
said it would continue working 
closely with the Investment, 
Trade and Industry Ministry, 
other government ministries 
and agencies, as well as industry 
stakeholders through a whole­
of-government approach to 
facilitate and accelerate the 
implementation of approved 
projects. 
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Govt committed to 
delivering tangible 
benefits for the people 
- Bawang Assan rep
KUCHING: The 2027 state 
Budget should not be viewed 
merely as an annual statement 
of revenue and expenditure, but· 
as an important instrument for 
translating the government's 
vision into tangible benefits for 
the people, said Dato Sri Wong 
Soon Koh. 

The Bawang Ass an 
assemblyman said the Budget 
tabled by the Premier on Monday 
reflects the government's 
continued commitment 
to economic development. 
financial stability, infrastructure 
improvement and the well-being 
of the people. 

"I am encouraged by the 
government's continued 
emphasis on infrastructure 
development, particularly in 
rural areas, where roads, bridges, 
electri.city, clean water and 
telecommunications remain 
essential to · improving the 
quality of life and creating 
economic opportunities," he said 
in a statement. 

He also welcomed efforts 
to strengthen Sarawak's 
economic foundations 
throughr investment, industrial 
development. renewable energy, 
digital transformation, ·and the 
creation of better employment 
opportunities for our younger 
generation. 

At the same time, Wong said 
the Premier has continued to give 
greater emphasis to education, 
agriculture, tourism and small 
an� medium-sized enterprises. 

"These sectors are particularly· 
important to Sibu and the 
surrounding areas, where 
the government must create 
new economic opportunities, 
encourage entrepreneurship, and 
ensure that our young people can 
build their futures in their home 
state." 

Dato Sri Wong 
Soon Koh 

town's position as an important 
commercial and economic centre 
in central Sarawak. 

Wong said he hoped the 
initiative would be implemented 
with clear priorities, effective 
coordination, and measurable 
targets so that the allocation will 
translate into real investments, 
more jobs, stronger local 
businesses, and higher incomes 
for the people of Sibu. 

"A good Budget must strike 
the right balance between 
ambition and prudence. While 
we must invest boldly in the 
future, we must also ensure that 
public funds are spent wisely, 
projects are economically viable, 
and development programmes 
deliver value for money," he said. 

He noted that Sarawak is at an 
important turning point in its 
history, but that with visionary 
leadership, prudent financial 
management and determination 
of the people, the state has the 
opportunity to become a leading 
economic force in the region. 

"The Premier has given 
Sarawak an ambitious vision 
and has raised our aspirations 
beyond what many might once 
have considered impossible. 

"Our responsibility now is 
to support the right policies, 
strengthen implementation 
and ensure that this vision is 
translated into lasting progress 
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