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move is in line with efforts to 
strengthen protection for children 
against cross-border sexual crimes, 
while ensuring the Act remains 
relevant amid the evolving nature 
of sexual offences. 

"The government is of the 
view that protection should 
not cease simply because the 
offence was committed overseas 
or' the perpetrator falls beyond 
Malaysia's jurisdiction," she said 
when tabling the Sexual Offences 
Against Children (A,mendment) 
Bill 2026 for second reading in 
the Dewan Rakyat yesterday. 
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Datuk Seri Azalina 
Othman Said 

KUCHING: Sarawak should 
consider introducing the Sarawak 
Global Mobility Scholarship 
programme to enable more local 
students to gain international 
exposure, said Datuk Amar Dr 
Sim Kui Hian. 

Speaking at the launch of 
the eCitra International: China 
Chapter 2026 at Universiti 
Malaysia Sarawak (Unimas), the 
Deputy Rremier said investing 
in young people offers the 
greatest long-term returns in 
strengthening Malaysia-China 

because we bave much to offer 
as well. It has to be a two-way 
exchange," he said. 

Dr Sim noted that Premier 
Datuk Patinggi Tah Sri 
Abang Johari Tun Openg has 
encouraged young Sarawakians 
to pursue studies at world­
renowned universities such as 
Cambridge and Stanford. 

"Perhaps we should also 
consider leading Chinese 
universities such as Peking 
University · and Tsinghua 
University," he suggested. 

He said people-to-people 

-Business relationships may
come and go. Today we may do 
business together and tomorrow 
we may not. 

"But the friendships and 
experiences formed at 
universities remain with people 
for the rest of their lives," he 
said. 

Dr Sim commended Unimas 
for expanding its global presence 
and strengthening international 
collaborations, , describing the 
university as an important 
bridge in enhancing educational 
and cultural exchanges between 

symbolised far more than artistic 
collaboration. 

"When horses run fast and 
hornbills fly high, they symbolise 
success. Beyond the artwork 
itself, the exhibition reflects our 
shared values, friendship, and 
aspirations for a stronger future 
together," he said. 

Among those present were 
Unimas vice-chancellor Prof 
Dr Ahmad Hata Rasit, and 
Vocational and Technical College 
of Inner Mongolia Agricultural 
University vice president Wang 
Yao. 

In this regard, Azalina said the 
bill proposes an amendment to 
Section 3 of Act 792 to expand its 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

16,238 reports of child sexual 
abuse material involving 
Malaysian ch_ildren were 
recorded in 2024, an increase of 
more than 225 per cent compared 
with the previous year. 

Court replaces teen' s sentence for Jin Teo Kui Seng fatal crash tQ (i years' jail 
She said under existing 

provisions, Section 3 applies only 
to offences committed abroad 
by Malaysian citizens, but the 
amendment seeks to extend its 
scope to permanent residents 
and individuals who ordinarily 
reside in Malaysia. 

"At the same time, protection is 
also extended to children who are 
Malaysian citizens, permanent 
residents, or ordinarily reside in 
Malaysia," she said. 

Azalina said that data from 
the Internet Watch Foundation, 
reported in 2025, showed that 

"In the first six months of 
2025 alone, 12,656 reports were 
recorded. These figures show that 
the threat to children is no longer 
confined to physical spaces, but 
"is increasingly growing in the 
digital environment and across 
borders," she said. 

She added that such crimes are 
. becoming increasingly complex. 
involving the use of closed 
platforms, encryption technology, 
false identities and cross-border 
operations, making detection 
and prosecution more difficult. 
-Bernama

Kentigem Minggu 

KUCHING: The High Court has 
substituted a teenage boy's six­
year detention at the Henry 
Gurney School for causing a 
fatal multi-vehicle crash on 
Jalan Teo Kui Seng here in 
January last year with six years' 
imprisonment. 

Judge Datuk Faridz · Gohim 
Abdullah made the decision 
after allowing an appeal by the 
prosecution led by deputy public 
prosecutor Jean Siow Chung Hwei. 

In June last year, the then 15-
year-old boy was ordered to be 
detained at the reform school 
until the age of 21 and fined 
RM1,500 in default two months' 
-imprisonment.

He was charged under Section
41(1) of the Road Transport
Act 1987 with reckless driving
causing the deaths of five people:
George Herson Andrew, 15,
Japin Kemin, 19, Nasrulhakim
Mohamad Sedek, 41, Caryn Anne
Risly, 35, and Wan Khairul Nizam
Wan Abdul Kadir, 41.

The Section carries a prison 

MD2030 to tackle AI, auton:iation and data-driven economy 
KUALA LUMPUR: The 

•Malaysia Digital 2030 (MD2030)
Action Plan unveiled by Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim yesterday aims to
prepare the nation for the rise
of artificial intelligence (Al),
automation, and the data-driven
economy.

Anwar said the plan would
also strengthen Malaysia's
resilience against geopolitical
uncertainty and global digital
economy competition.

"Our priority is to ensure
each initiative is carried out
in a structured, disciplined
and impactful way to benefit
the people, enhance business
competitiveness and steer
Malaysia towards becoming an
inclusive AI nation by 2030," he
said in a Facebook post.

The MD2030 Action Plan is a
national blueprint for 2026-2030
that marks a major shift from
Malaysia being a technology user
to a producer of home-grown
innovation.
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Anwar (left) receives the MD2030 Action Plan book from Digital Minister 
Gobind Singh Deo during the launch. - Bernama photo 

Speaking at a meeting of the 
National Digital Economy and 
Fourth Industrial Revolution 
Council (MED4IRN), Anwar said 

that government digital services 
must be developed internally 
and coordinated by the Digital 
Ministry through the National 

Digital Department. 
He said the move was 

important to safeguard natiop.al 
data security and sovereignty, 
reduce reliance on external 
parties and develop digital 
expertise within the public 
sector. 

"Insya-Allah, with the full 
commitment of the Madani 
Government machinery, MD2030 
will be a national agenda that 
reshapes how Malaysians work, 
deliver services and build the 
nation's future," he said. 

Meanwhile, the Digital 
Ministry in a statement said 
the action plan sets ambitious 
national targets by 2030, 
including raising the digital 
economy's contribution to gross 
domestic product (GDP) to 30 
per cent; creating 500,000 high­
value digital jobs; generating 
RM4.5 billion in public sector 
savings through digitalisation; 
and delivering 95 per cent of 
government services fully online 
from end to end. - Bernama 

term of between five and 10 years 
and a fine of between RM20,ooo 
and RM5o,ooo, upon conviction. 

He also faced a second charge 
·under Section 39(1) of the Road
Transport Act "1987, punishable
under Section 39(5) of the same
Act, which carries a fine of up
to RM2,ooo or imprisonment of
up to six months, or both, upon
conviction.

In allowing the prosecution's
appeal, th� judge held that the
child offender could not be
suitably dealt with by detention
at Henry Gurney School, as the

maximum statutory detention 
period under the Child Act 2001 
is three years. 

The court further held that 
a three-year detention at 
the reform school would be 
manifestly inadequate for an 
offence under Section 41(1) of the 
Road Transport Act 1987. 

The court also ordered that-the 
teenager must not be allowed to 
associate with adult prisoners 
while serving his sentence. 

Lawyer Jong Yee Ling 
represented the teenager at 
yesterday's proceedings. 

'Don't be deceived by political 
rhetoric surrounding NCR land' 
Y11DusYussop 

BINTULU: Sarawakians must 
not be misled by political 
rhetoric concerning Native 
Customary Rights (NCR) land 
issues, said Deputy Premier 
Datuk Amar Awang Tengah Ali 
Hasan. 

He said various allegations 
often. surface - particularly 
during election periods -
claiming that the government is 
neglecting NCR land matters. 

"People say many things, 
especially when elections are 
near. But the government that 
has actually implemented and 
continued NCR land surveys is 
our government," he said. 

He was speaking when 
officiating at the presentation 
of land titles and Temporary 
Occupation LiceQces (TOL) here 
yesterday. 

Awang Tengah said the 

vast size of Sarawak and the 
scattered locations of NCR land 
made it impossible to complete 
surveying exercises within a 
sh_ort period. 

Nevertheless, he assured 
that the NCR land survey 
programme and traditional 
village land surveying initiative 
would continue for as long as 
required. 

He also highlighted the state's 
proactive approach in amending 
the Sarawak Land Code to 
introduce Section 6A, which 
allows for the recognition of 
Native Territorial Domain if 
stipulated criteria are met. 

Referring to issues involving 
'pemakai menoa' and 'pulau 
galau', Awang Tengah said court 
rulings had determined that 
these concepts did not carry 
force of law with regard to land 
ownership. 
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