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.Lne nanaover ceremony wa:s 

held on April 24 at Swinburne 
Sarawak here, attended by 
representatives the Kuching 
District Education Office (PPD) as 
well as the beneficiary schools. 

Yayasan Sarawak was 
represented by its chief digital 
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reflects a collective effort to 
promote inclusive and equitable 
education, particularly in 
addressing the digital divide 
among schools and students. 

"Community engagement is 
a crucial aspect of our mission. 

Local residents collect water from a mobile water tanker during the supply 
disruption. 

Tatau water disruption 
highlight needs for stronger 
JBALB planning---:- Kapitan 
TATAU: Better planning, 
including water-saving measures 

· and scheduled rationing, could
have helped residents cope with
recent water disruptions, said
community leader Kapitan Yap
Ai Sook.

Yap said the sudden water
supply interruption highlighted
gaps in preparedness and
communication, urging the
Sarawak Rural Water Supply
Department (JBALB) to improve
both its planning and public
notifications systems.

"Without prior notice or proper 
planning, sudden water cuts will 
catch residents off guard and 
seriously affect daily life." she 
said. 

Yap added that essential 
institutions such as hospitals 
and schools would also face 
significant challenges during 
disruptions, underscoring 
the need for a more robust · 
emergency response framework. 

She noted that Tatau's rapid 
development and population 
growth in recent years have 
placed increasing pressure on the 
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existing water supply system, 
with reservoir capacity no longer 
sufficient to meet rising demand. 

"As early as the 1990s, during 
the construction of the reservoir, 
contractors had already warned 
that the facility would not be 
able to meet the needs beyond 
2010. Therefore, the authorities 
should plan ahead and gradually 
upgrade the water supply 
system, including constructing 
new reservoirs or expanding 
existing facilities, to match local 
development and population 
growth, ensuring a stable water 
supply." she said. 

While acknowledging JBALB's 
efforts in deploying mobile water 
supply points, she said more must 
be done to improve information 
dissemination and establish 
a comprehensive emergency 
response plan to prevent similar 
incidents. 

"A strong, long-term strategy 
and infrastructure upgrades are 
crucial to ensure a stable and 
reliable water supply for the 
growing Tatau community." she 
said. 

collaborations include support 
for school development, 
programme evaluation and 
capacity-building efforts, 
particularly in areas with limited 
resources and access. 
. Lau said the donation not only 

\.A.CVC.lV,t,'.l.lJ.C:,lJ,1,. LV.&. 111:UU"-Cl'-VJ.O:,t 

student enrichment programmes, 
and initiatives supporting digital 
and blended learning. 

The ongoing partnership 
underscores a shared aspiration 
to build a more inclusive 
education ecosystem in Sarawak. 

Man fined RM100,ooo for trading 
diesel without licence 

SIBU: A man was fined 
RM100,ooo in default 10 months' 
imprisonment by the Sessions 
Court here yesterday for illegally 
trading diesel without a licence 
two years ago. 

Judge Musyiri Peet imposed 
the fine after the 47-year-old 
accused pleaded guilty to a charge 
under Section 21 of the Control of 
Goods Act 1961, punishable under 
Section 22(1) of the same Act, 
which provides for a fine of up to 
RMI million or imprisonment of 
up to three years, or both. 

The accused paid the· fine. 
According to the facts of the case, 
enforcement officers conducted 
an operation at an unmarked 
warehouse on Jalan Tanjung 
Kunyit here at about 8.50am on 
Jan 16, 2024, 

During the operation. authorities 

discovered approximately 38,ooo 
litres of diesel fuel stored in a 
tanker truck and related storage 
equipment at the premises. 

Further investigations revealed 
that the accused was involved in 
trading diesel, either wholesale 
or retail, without a valid permit 
or licence. 

Various items were seized during 
the raid, including the diesel fueL a 
tanker truck. multiple oil storage 
tanks, pumps. and pipelines. 

Investigations by the Sibu 
branch of the Ministry of 
Domestic Trade and Living Costs 
(KPDN) confirmed the accused 
did not possess any valid licence 
or permit to store or trade the 
controlled goods. 

The prosecution was 
conducted by Dr Jong Jee Leong 
from KPDN Sarawak. 
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and international reach. 
RJJ Hotels, a subsidiary of 

RIYAZ International. operates 
in collaboration Jin Jiahg 
International (Group), one of the 
world's largest hospitality and 
tourism conglomerates with a 
legacy spanning more than 90 
years. 

Under the MoU, RJJ Hotels 
will oversee development 
planning, pre-opening advisory 
and operational management 
for five Jin Jiang brands, namely 
Metropolo, Lavande, Jinjiang Inn, 
Ginco, and Renjoy. 

These brands are introduced 
to introduce differentiated 
hospitality qfferings aligned 
with international standards, 
elevating Miri's accommodation 
landscape and visitor experience. 

The collaboration is 
strategically aligned with rising 
tourism demand from China and 
the broader region. 

Malaysia recorded more than 
2.11 million Chinese tourist 
arrivals between Ja1;mary 
and June 2025, with numbers 
expected to grow further in 
conjunction with Visit Malaysia 
2026. 

Leveraging Jin Jiang's global 
ecosystem for over 200 million 
loyalty members and corporate 
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pathway for scale and value 
creation, including access to Jin 
Jiang's global loyalty ecosystem, 
integration into its procurement 
platform to optimise costs and 
timelines, and the adoption of 
proven revenue management 
and operational systems. 

In parallel. the collaboration 
opens avenues for structured 
investment participation 
through joint ventures and other 
financing models, supported by 
RJJ's international network. 

With RIYAZ International's 
track record in delivering 
award-winning developments 
in Langkawi and Cyberjaya, 
alongside Jin Jiang's global 
leadership in hospitality, the 
partnership is well positioned to 
introduce new standards, brands 
and capabilities into Malaysia 
and the wider Asean market. 

The MoU underscores Imasa 
Dinasti's ongoing strategy to 
attract industry leaders and 
'captains of industry' to co-create 
a future-ready urban ecosystem 
under the KSC initiative. 

By aligning global expertise 
with local development 
ambitions, the company 
continues to drive Miri's 
evolution into . a dynamic, 
internationally connected city. 

Over 2,000 runners expected for flfth edition of HSL Samarahan Marathon 

KUCHING: The HSL Samarahan 
Marathon 2026 is set to return 
for its fifth edition on May 17, 
drawing more than 2,000 runners 
and introducing enhanced safety 
measures alongside a new ntness 
partnership with Level Up Fitness. 

Widely regarded as one of 
Malaysia's flattest and fastest 
running routes, the event 
continues to attract strong 
interest. particularly in its 21.1km 
half marathon category, which has 
garnered about 1,000 sign-ups. 

Other categories-including 
the 10km, 6km and 3km races­
have also seen encouraging 
participation, with runners 
travelling from across Malaysia 
as well as from countries such as 
South Korea, China, and several 
African nations. 

The annual community running 
festival will feature returning 
champions, including members of 
Team Haolian comprising some of 
East Malaysia's top long-distance 
runners, and national ultra trail 
running record holder Sally Yap. 

HSL director Yu Ji in a statement 

said the collaboration with Level 
Up adds value to this year's event 

"On behalf of HSL. we are 
delighted to welcome Level Up to 
this year's HSL Marathon. Level 
Up is a respected name in fitness, 
and their involvement adds a new 
dimension to runners· experience. 

"Every year, we try to 
level up the organisation, 
runner satisfaction and, most 
importantly, safety." he said. 

Level Up founder Kenny Sia 
described the collaboration as 
·a natural fit" and an extension
of the longstanding relationship
between HSL and Level-Up.

"We first worked together 
almost 10 years ago for a 
clubhouse in La Promenade, and 
soon, we will be opening another 
premium clubhouse." Sia said. 

"This marathon is a great 
extension of our collaboration. It 
supports HSL's efforts to promote 
tourism, community events and 
active lifestyles. which align closely 
with Level Up's values." 

Ahead of race day on May 17, 
Level Up coaches will conduct 

functional fitness tutorials 
and games during race-pack 
collection on May 15 and 16 at La 
Promenade Mall. which will also 
host a runners' expo. 

On race day, warm-up sessions 
will be held from 3.30am to 6am. 

Event coordinator Abraham 
Tiong said organisers are working 
closely with co-organisers City 
Joggers Club and the Malaysian 
Red Crescent to strengthen 
safety measures. 

"We have warm-ups by Level 
Up, and we will also have cool­
down support for runners who 
need it. Our . tropical weather 
means that even a 4am run can 
be warm and humid, so ice packs 
are one practical way to improve 
runner safety." he said. 

Tiong added that organisers 
have studied best practices from 
races in Singapore to further 
improve safety standards. 

He noted that the full marathon 
category has been excluded 
this year due to safety concerns 
arising from ongoing Autonomous 
Rapid Transit (ART) construction 

along the Kuching-Samarahan 
Expressway. 

"Like last year, we have diverted 
the 21km route to Tanjung 
Bako Road. For next year, we 
are planning to reintroduce the 
full 42km category, which will 
feature the soon-to-be-completed 
Sejingkat Bridge." he said. 

"Besides safety, we always 
stick to our motto of 'Flat . 
Route, Senang Laju' for all our 
marathons. The course has to be 
fast and also amateur friendly." 

Registration for the HSL 
Samarahan Marathon 2026 
remains open. In conjunction 
with the May 1 public holiday, 
organisers will offer a 48-hour flash 
sale featuring early-bird rates. 

This year's event tees, medals 
and finisher entitlements carry 
a retro-game theme inspired by 
the Year of the Horse, while also 
paying tribute to HSL's inaugural 
running festival in 202L 

For more information, visit 
lapromenademall.com.my or 
search by using the keywords 
#Samarathon2026. 
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