
state Education Departm�nt 
showed an encouraging 
participation in STEM among 
Form 4 students. 

"This is encouraging progress, 
but efforts must continue to 
achieve the target of more than 
60 per cent in STEM participation 
at the upper secondary level 
by 2030. To cultivate a deeper 
interest in STEM, exposure must 
begin at the primary school level. 

"Pupils need not only to 
understand the importance 
of STEM, but also to have 
opportunities to observe, 
experiment and experience 
firsthand how STEM concepts 
are applied in real life," he said. 

He was speaking at the 
Discover Petronas, School 
Outreach: Mathematics Camp 
held in Tarat yesterday. 

Sagah said Sarawak's economic 
direction had shifted towards 
developing various industries to 
increase income for the state and 
its people, while contributing to 
national income. 

He �aid the state's Free Tertiary 
Education Scheme (FTES) also 
provides Sarawakian students 
with opportunities to pursue 
higher education at state-owned 
universities in 64 fields, most of 
which were related to STEM. 

. 

KUCHING: Tanjung Embang 
could be among the locations 
considered for a proposed billion­
dollar investment in artificial 
intelligence (Al), new technology 
and data centres-in Sarawak, said 
Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri Abang 
Johari Tun Openg. 

The caretaker Premier said 
the state had proposals for 
investments in intelligent data 
centres, but declined to disclose 
the names of the prospective 
investors. 

He said the proposed 

he could not confirm the exact 
amount. 

• As part of the planning
framework, there are indeed 
proposals to invest in the state in 
intelligent data centres. 

"However, we cannot disclose 
the investors' names yet because 
they are leading international 
companies," he told reporters 
after officiating at the opening 
ceremony for the Sarawak 
Urban Forum 2.0 (SUF 2.0) here 
yesterday. 

Abang Johari also said he 
was unaware of the suggested 

Malaysia. What I know is 
Sarawak." 

On Tanjung Embang being 
considered as a location for the 
investment, he said it was a 
possibility. 

On Oct 24, Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim 
announced that a global investor 
planned to invest US$50 billion 
(RM204 billion) in AI, new 
technology, and data centres 
in Sarawak and Peninsular 
Malaysia. 

According to reports by 
The Edge Malaysia and The 

RMso min spun pile, pole plant to boost 
state's manufacturing capabilities 
KUCHING: The RM50.25 million 
spun pile and pole · factory in 
Tanjung Manis is expected to 
create jobs, expand opportunities 
for local businesses. 

Speaking at the project's 
groundbreaking ceremony 
in Tanjung Manis yesterday, 
caretaker Deputy Premier Datuk 
Amar Awang Tengah Ali Hasan 
said this would also strengthen 
Sarawak's industrial supply 
chain. 

site along the Rajang River, the 
factory will manufacture pre­
stressed concrete products for 
the construction, infrastructure 
and utilities sectors. 

It is designed to produce 
10,683 tonnes of spun piles and 
poles monthly, with operations 
targeted to begin in the fourth 
quarter of next year, and full 
production expected by early 
2028. 

the intention during a video 
conference on Oct 20, identifying 
Kuching and Peninsular Malaysia 
as locations for the proposed 
investment. 
· The Business Times identified

the investor as SoftBank Group
founder and chief executive
officer Masayoshi Son.

Anwar said the investment 
could create new and better job 
opportunities for Malaysians, 
particularly the younger 
generation, including students 
in schools and institutions of 
higher-learning. 

Bankruptcy 
discharge to 
take less than 
36 days in 2027

KUALA LUMPUR: The 
government aims to further 
shorten the processing time 
for bankruptcy discharges to 
less than 36 days next year 
to accelerate the financial 
recovery of individuals eligible 
for a second chance. 

Minister in the Prime 

Grave-robbing five jailed for looting Riam cemetery 

Minister's Department (Law and 
Institutional Reform) Datuk 
Seri Azalina Othman Said said 
the initiative under the Fast 
Track Discharge Programme 
would be implemented through 
the Malaysian Insolvency 
Department (Mdl). 

llolemarla Bama 

MIRI: Three brothers were among 
five men sentenced to one year 
and eight months' imprisonment 
by the Magistrate's Court here 
yesterday for vandalising a 
woman's grave at the Roman 
Catholic Cemetery in Riam. 

A sixth accused, a 16-year-old 
who is the younger brother of 
the three siblings, was released 
on RM1,ooo bail with his parents 
as sureties pending the hearing 
of his probation officer's report 
on Nov 25. 

All six accused had pleaded 
guilty to a charge under Section 
426 of the Penal Code, which 
provides for up to five years' 
imprisonment or a fine, or both, 
upon conviction. 

The five adult accused· are 
Mat Abdul Rahman, 34, and his 
younger brothers Muhammad 

lwan, 33, and Bujang, 28, from 
Kampung Sebalik, Sibuti; 
Mohammad Shajiry Abdullah, 
21, from Kampung Masjid Lama, 
Belawai; and Muhammad Khairul 
Abdullah, 23, from Pujut Adong 1 
here. 

According to the facts of the 
case, a 30-year-old man lodged 
a police report on Sept 3 after 
his late mother's grave at the 
Roman Catholic Cemetery 2 
in Riam had been broken into 
and damaged by unknown 
persons. 

The complainant said he 
learned of the incident at about 
1.30pm that day after receiving a 
phone call from his uncle. 

The grave had been damaged 
at the lower part of the wall on 
the left corner, where ceramic 
tiles had been smashed to create 
a hole in an apparent search for 
valuables. 

The deceased's clothing were 

also found scattered on top of 
the grave. 

Acting on information and 
intelligence gathered, police 
arrested all six accused and 
seized a torchlight, a hammer, a 
sledgehammer, and a screwdriver 
as exhibits. 

Further investigations 
revealed that the act was 
committed at about 3.30am on 
Sept 2. 

Police also found that the 
group had been involved in 
similar incidents at other 
cemeteries here, namely the 
Methodist Cemetery Riam, the 
Bahai Cemetery Riam, and the 
BEM Cemetery Riam. 

Deputy public prosecutor 
Muhammad Farhan Mohd Pauzi 
prosecuted the case before 
Magistrate Nursyaheeqa Nazwa 
Radzali. 

All the accused were 
unrepresented by counsel. Police officers escort the accused at the court compound. 

She said the move was a 
continuation of the existing 
fast-track discharge programme, 
which enables eligible 
applications to be processed 
within 36 days, subject to 
conditions being met and no 
objections being raised. 

Azalina said the government 
had also strengthened its 
recovery efforts through the 
Second Chance Policy, which 
recorded 253.457 bankruptcy 
discharges from 2023 to 
September 2026. 

"These efforts will continue 
through the 2026 Fast Track 
Discharge Programme, which 
prioritises certain groups, 
including single mothers 
or fathers, micro, small and 
medium enterprise (MSME) 
borrowers, fraud victims, 
and purchasers of homes in 
abandoned housing projects," she 
said. - Bernama 
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