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documents to deceive the party bank accounts provided if a financial transfer has just convicted Muhammad Irfan He committed the offence at a friends by punching their heads 
victim," he said in a statement. by the suspect, amounting to a been made. Tom Frankie on his own guilty parking area near a clinic along and bodies, causing injuries 

The suspect then told the staggering RMI,173,700. Phone numbers and bank plea to three charges under Jalan Northbank here at around including swelling and bruises 
victim he had been awarded She only realised she had accounts can also be verified Section 323 of the Penal Code, 5.20am on Oct 10, 2025, to various parts of the body. 
an excavation project but was been swindled after confiding in through the Check Scammers which provides imprisonment According to the facts of Following the incident, a 
experiencing difficulties with his family members, who urged her CCID portal or at http:// for up to one year or a fine not the case, the complainant police report was lodged which 
bank account, which he claimed to lodge a police report. semakmule.rmp.gov.my. exceeding RM2,ooo, or both, and several friends were at led to the arrest of the accused. 

Man jailed 12 months 
for threatening to 
kill stepbrother 

KUCHING: The Magistrates' 
Court here yesterday sentenced a 
man to 12 months' imprisonment 
for threatening to kill his 
stepbrother last year. 

Magistrate Ling Hui Chuan 
meted out the sentence on 
Mohd Hafizullah Safri, 35, after 
he pleaded guilty to a charge 
of criminal intimidation under 
Section 506 of the Penal Code, 
which carries a jail term of up to 
two years or a fine, or both. upon 
conviction. 

The accused committed the 
offence at a house in Kampung 
Samariang Bentara, Jalan 
Samariang here at about 4.11am 
on May 10. 

According to the facts of the 
case, the 22-year-old stepbrother 
heard the accused arguing with 
another sibling and attempted to 
break up the quarrel. 

However, Hafizullah suddenly 
turned on him and brandished 
a meat cleaver, while uttering a 
death threat. 

It was understood that the 
accused was under the influence 
of drugs at the time. 

Company director 
cheated of RM222,ooo 
in online antique 
auction scam 

SIBU: A construction company 
director here lost RM222,ooo 
after falling victim to an online 
antique auction scam. 

Sibu police chief ACP Azari 
Miskon said the victim, a man in 
his 70s, came across a Facebook 
account offering antique auction 
services on March 22. 

"The victim then contacted 
two individuals who used an 
overseas phone number via 
WhatsApp. 

"The suspects offered to 
auction the victim's antique 
vase and asked for an advance 
payment, as well as additional 
charges for the auction, 
documentation, and release of 
the purported auction proceeds," 
he said in a statement yesterday. 

Azari said the suspects also 
presented receipts and auction 
documents believed to be fake 
to convince the victim, including 
purport�d p�oo!_that the au�tion 

15 mobile phones analysed as part of probe, Zara inquest told 
KOTAKINABALU:TheCoroner's 

Court was told yesterday that 
a total of 15 mobile phones and 
SIM cards were analysed as part 
of the investigation into the 
death of Zara Qairina Mahathir, 
with a focus on social media 
data, communications, as well 
as videos and images, including 
those that had been deleted. 

Royal Malaysia Police 
Computer Crime Investigation 
Unit analyst ASP Mohamad Zaidi 
Abu Hassan said the analysis 
involved two batches of case 
materials received from the Papar 

District Police Headquarters, the 
first on Aug 8, 2025 comprising 11 
mobile phones, and the second on 
Aug 19 involving four devices. 

"For the first batch received on 
Aug 8, the analysis began on Aug 
11. For the second batch received
on Aug 19, 2025, the analysis
started the following day, Aug
20," he said when responding
to additional questions from
Deputy public prosecutor Sofia
S. Sawayan before Coroner Amir
Shah Amir Hassan.

He explained that the first 
batch required a longer analysis 

Handout photo shows one of the houses on fire. 

period due to the higher volume 
of devices. 

"I needed about six days for the 
first batch, while the second batch 
took around three days," he said 

Mohamad Zaidi added 
that each device undergoes a 
comprehensive forensic process, 

Man suffers burns as blaze d�stroys houses, vehicles in Kudat 
KUDAT: A fire at Kampung 
Gumpa here yesterday destroyed 
seven houses and three vehicles 
and left one resident with burns. 
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were a compact car and two 
motorcycles. 

"The victim, a 46-year-old man, 
suffered burns on the back of 
hie nl'>r ,:in ch 11lrl re 

Darikson said the station 
received a call on the incident at 
10.38am and rushed 25 personnel 
to the location. 
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including simultaneous data 
extraction from mobile phones, 
SIM cards and memory cards, 
contributing to the time required 
for analysis. 

With nearly 19 years of 
experience in digital forensics, 
he said he has handled more 
than 1,000 cases involving 
approximately 100,000 digital 
exhibits throughout his career. 

The analysis was conducted 
using XRY forensic tools in 
accordance with international 
standards, including ISO 17025 
and guidelines set by the 

National Institute of Standards 
and Technology. 

Zara Qairina, 13, died at Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital on July 17, 
2025, a day after she was found 
unconscious in a drain near her 
school dormitory at about 4 am. 

On Aug 13, the Attorney­
General's Chambers (AGC) 
ordered an inquest after 
reviewing the police investigation 
report. 

Earlier on Aug 8, the AGC had 
also directed that her grave be 
exhumed to facilitate a post­
mortem. - Bernama 

Chong: Youth who let friend 
use bank account now 
blacklisted, under probe for scam 
KUCHING: A youth here has 
been barred from opening a 
bank account due to a scam case 
in 2024 that he was not directly 
involved in, said Stampin MP 
Chong Chieng Jen. 

The Democratic Action Party 
Sarawak chairman said the 
youth had allowed a friend to use 
a bank account which he opened 
under his name in 2024. 

"Little did he know, this 
friend used that account in the 
commission of a scam. Because 
of this, his name was blacklisted 
and he is now unable to open an 
account with any bank." he said 
in a statement. 

According to Chong, the 
youth's friend had promised a 
monthly fee of RM400 for the use 
of the account, but the payment 
never materialised. 

He said after some time, the 
youth went to the bank to close 
the account, thinking that 
everything was fine. 

"Recently, he was asked by 
his employer to open a bank 
account for salary payment. He 
approached several banks and 
was unable to open any account. 

"The youth was then informed 
that a police report had been 
lodged by a scam victim, listing 
the youth's account number and 
name." 

Chong said even though the 

youth had closed the account 
in question, his name had been 
blacklisted, leaving him unable 
to open an account with any 
bank in Malaysia. 

• As a result of his inability to
open a bank account, he lost his 
employment. This is causing a 
great deal of anxiety to him and 
his parents," he said. 

Chong added that the victim 
filed the report against the 
youth's mule account in Penang. 

• As the victim lives in Penang,
the case will be investigated 
there and, if charged, prosecuted 
in Penang. Until the conclusion 
of the matter, the youth's 
name will continue to be in the 
blacklist." 

Chong said he is helping to 
arrange for the investigation to 
be expedited and, if the Public 
Prosecutor decides to prosecute, 
to have the matter quickly 
resolved in court. 

Meanwhile, he called upon the 
public, especially youths, to not 
allow anyone to use their name 
to open and operate a bank 
account. 

"Whatever the promised 
payment, it is not worth the 
while. Furthermore, such mule 
account is a tool to scam others, 
and makes the holder of the 
account an accomplice to the 
scam,· he said. 
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