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Muhd Azlan Shah speaks to the press after the proceedings. With him is fellow 
counsel Suhaila. - Bernama photo 

·Teen charged
with murder
'.of'Student

,, 

Irene Sofiya
BATU PAHAT: A 16-year­
old student was charged at 
the Magistrates' Court here 
,yesterday with murdering his 
female classmate c;1.t a secondary 
school in Yong Peng earlier this 
month. 

However, no plea was recorded 
after the charge was read out 
before Magistrate Mustaqim 
Sukarno, as the case falls under 
the jurisdiction of the High 
Court. . 

According to the charge, the 
teenager is accused of murdering 
Irene Sofiya Khairol Faisal, 16, at 
the hall of Sekolah Menengah 
Kebangsaan Dato' Seth iri Yong 
Peng between 2.30pm and 4pm 
on Oct 3. 

He was charged under Section 
302 of the Penal Code, which 
provides for the death penalty 
or imprisonment of between 30 
and 40 years and, if the death 
penalty is not imposed, at least 
12 strokes of the cane, upon 
conviction. 

Deputy public prosecutors 
Juanita Mohd Said and Firdaus 
Ruslan appeared for the 

prosecution, while the accused 
was represented by lawyers 
Muhd Azlan Shah Mohd Allias 
and Suhaila Shafi'uddin. 

The court fixed Dec 22, 2026 
for the next mention of the case 
at the Yong Peng Magistrates· 
Court, pending the forensic and 
post-mortem reports. 
. Met by the press later, lawyer 
Muhd Azlan Shah said the 
proceedings were held in-camera 
as the case involved'a minor. 

He said the case will be 
transferred to the High Court 
when the next mention 
proceedings are comp.leted on 
Dec 22. ·

"So far, the boy is doing well 
and there are no issues. As the 
charge falls under Section 302, 
bail is not permitted," he said. 

On Oct 3, Irene Sofiya was 
found unconscious and covered 
in blood at the school hall at 
about 5pm and later pronounced 
dead. 

Police had earlier cited 
resentment over unrequited 
feelings as one of the possible 
motives. - Bernama 

Teen gets Henry 
Gurney stint for 
raping minor he 
met on TikTok 

KUCHING: The Sessions Court 
here yesterday ordered a 19-year­
old male to be sent to Henry 
Gurney School for raping a 14-
year-old girl he had met through 
TikTok. 

Judge Iris Awen Jon ordered 
the accused to be placed at 
the reform school for three 
years or until he reaches the age 
of 21. 

The verdict was made after 
the teenager's social report was 
presented by the Social Welfare 
Deprtment to the court. 

He had earlier pleaded guilty 
to a charge under Section 
376(1) of the Penal Code, which 

• provides for a jail term of up to
20 years and whipping, upon
conviction.

The offence was committed
between September and October
2025 at a house here.

According to the facts of the
case, the victim and the teenager
became acquainted through
Ti.kTok in early February 2025,
and began going out together
thereafter.

The teenager also brought the
victim to his house, where he
asked her to have sex with him.

She initially refused but agreed
to after the teenager sulked and
coaxed her.

Around January 2026, the
victim noticed that she had
not had her period for several
months, prompting her to take a
pregnancy test which returned a
positive result.

On April 1, she informed
her mother that she was
pregnant.

Her mother, who had also
noticed physical changes in
the victim, brought her to a
nearby health clinic on April 7
for further examination, which
confirmed her to be 23 weeks
pregnant.

The doctor who examined her
subsequently advised the victim
to lodge a police report as she
was underage.

Following the report, police
arrested the teenager at his home
on April 8.

Prosecuting was deputy
public prosecutor Chuah Kai
Sheng, while the teenager
was unrepresented by legal
counsel.

Pan Borneo Highway crash in Niah claims life of woman 
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BYD ,driver claims trial oil 
over fatal lalan Kuching c 
KUALA LUMPUR: The driver 
of a BYD car involved in an · 
accident that killed a young 
girl on Jalan Kuching last 
Saturday was charged yesterday 
with three offences, including 
dangerous driving causing the 
child's death. 

Bank officer Raeven Goh Wey 
Haur, 24, pleaded not guilty to 
all three charges after they were 
read out before Magistrate Aliaa 
Anwar. 

The first charge alleges 
that he drove a BYD Seal in a 
manner dangerous to the public, 
resulting in the death of five­
year-old Asiah Ahmad Syahir. 

The charge was brought 
under Section 41(1) of the Road 
Transport Act 1987, which 
provides for imprisonment of 
between five and 10 years and a 
fine of between RM20,ooo and 
RM50,ooo, upon conviction. 

The accused may also be 
disqualified from holding or 
obtaining a driving licence for 
at least 10 years from the date of 
conviction. 

For the second charge, Goh is 
alleged to have driven the same 
vehicle in a manner dangerous 
to the public, taking into account 
the prevailing traffic conditions. 

The charge was brought under 
Section 42(1) of the same Act, 
which provides _for a maximum 
jail term of five years, a fine of 
not less than RM15,ooo, and 
disqualification from holding or 
obtaining a driving licence for at 
least.five years, upon conviction. 

For the third charge, he is 
accused of failing to stop his 
vehicle after being involved 
in a road accident, an offence 
under Section 52(1) of the Road 
Transport Act 1987 which carries 
a maximum fine of RM2,ooo 
or imprisonment for up to �ix 
months, upon conviction. 

All three offences were 
allegedly committed along Jalan 
Kuching at 3.44 pm on Oct 10 

Traffic policemen arrive at the court with Goh. -

while Goh was travelling from 
the city centre towards Jalan 
Segambut. 

Earlier, deputy public 
prosecutor Mohamad Fadhly 
Mohd Zamry proposed bail of 
RM5o,ooo with one surety for 
all three charges, citing the 
seriousness of the offences. 

"The prosecution · also seeks 
additional conditions requiring 
the accused to surrender his 
passport to the court and have 
his driving licence suspended 
from today until the case is 
concluded," he said. 

The accused's lawyer Khailash 
Sharma urged the court to grant 
lower bail, arguing that his 
client's family had cooperated 
with police following the 
incident. 

"The proposed surety is the 
accused's father, a 55-year-old 
businessman. Within 24 hours 
of the incident, as early as 8pm, 
the family had cooperated with 
police by lodging a report. 

"We seek bail on terms that 
are not punitive." he said. 

The court granted the accused 
bail of RM36,ooo with one surety 
for all three charges, subject 
to the additional conditions 
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HID/LED; �se, �xpired road t 
offences detected in JP J tripl 

KUCHING: Three operations by 
the Road Transport Department 
(JPJ) Sarawak on Wednesday 
saw 759 vehicles inspected, with 
eight subsequently seized for 
further investigation. 
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