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Handout photo shows the IBC tank used to store diesel at the raided premises.

Raid uncovers soo litres of 
diesel at illegal storage site 
KUCHING: Ministry of DomesticTrade and Cost of Living (KPDN)enforcement officers seized 500litres of diesel worth RMI,075during a raid on an unnamedstorage premises in Semaba hereon Wednesday. KPDN Sarawak directorMatthew Dominic Barin, in astatement, said the Ops Tiris 4.0raid was carried out jointly withthe police following intelligencegathered. "An inspection found thediesel stored in an intermediatebulk container (IBC) tank, withthe total value of the seizureestimated at RM3,625." he said. He said the premises couldhave been used as an illegalstorage site for controlled dieselpurchased from petrol stationsbefore being resold to buyers. The case is being investigatedunder Section 21 of the Control ofSupplies Act 1961 for possessionof controlled goods undersuspicious circumstances, headded.

Matthew said individualsconvicted under the Act couldface a fine of up to RM1 millionor imprisonment of up to threeyears, or both, with heavierpenalties for repeat offences.Companies, meanwhile, couldbe fined up to RM2 million,increasing to RMS million forsubsequent offences. "KPDN Sarawak remainscommitted to strengtheningcooperation with enforcementagencies, including the police,to curb the misappropriation ofcontrolled goods, particularlydiesel. We will not compromisewith any party involved in suchactivities to ensure governmentsubsidies reach the intendedgroups and are not misused orsmuggled out of the country," hesaid. Matthew also urged the publicto act as the ministry's eyes andears by reporting any suspiciousactivities involving traders ordistributors through officialcomplaint channels.

;JUU ... V""t''-' V.1. V.._,,.J ""tJ\J'"1' I .;/1 VA. L&.L.._. nearest police station." he said. Mohd Farhan also advisedroad users to always practisecareful driving and comply withall traffic regulations.
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Police handout photo shows the victim's wrecked car.
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MMEA detains recreational boat for trespassing 
near oil platform in Kuala Miri waters 
MIRI: The Malaysian MaritimeEnforcement Agency (MMEA)detained a recreational boat onThursday for trespassing intoa restricted area around an oilplatform in waters off KualaMiri. MMEA Miri director Capt MohdKhairol Anuar Saad said the boatwas detained around 11.30am atapproximately 22.4 nautical milesnorthwest of Kuala Miri by an MMEA patrol asset during OpPermai, Op Tiris 4.0, and Op KhasPagarLaut. He said MMEA receiveda call from personnel at theoil platform, as well as priorcomplaints through the MMEAMiri operations centre. "An inspection found that the
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recreational boat had committedan offence under the ProtectedAreas and Protected Places Act1959 by carrying out fishingactivities within a soo-metreradius of the oil platform," hesaid. He further revealed that theboat was also found to have failedto produce a valid boat licenceduring the inspection; therebyviolating provisions under theMerchant Shipping Ordinance(MSO) 1952. The boat, along with its skipper,two crew members, and fourpassengers, aged between 22 and74, were all detained and escortedto the Miri Vessel DetentionCentre for further investigation. "Offences under the Protected

Areas and Protected PlacesAct 1959 are punishable underSection 7 of the Act, which carriesa fine not exceeding RM1,ooo, orimprisonment of up to two years,or both upon conviction. "For the offence of failing toproduce a valid boat licence,investigations will be conductedunder the Merchant ShippingOrdinance 1952." He urged members of the publicwith any information regardingmaritime crimes or emergenciesto contact the MMEA emergencyline on 999, or Miri Maritime ZoneOperations Centre on 085-649m, or Sarawak State MaritimeOperations Centre on 082-432544 or 082-432016, for immediateaction.

Handout photo shows the recreational boat near the oil platform. 
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on the police:s �fficial F-�c�bookpage. "The cases are beinginvestigated under Section 420of the Penal Code for cheating,which carries a penalty ofimprisonment of not less thanone year and not more than10 years, and may also includewhipping and a fine uponconviction." Mohd Farhan advised thepublic to remain vigilant and beaware of scam indicators. "Do not be easily deceived byvehicle prices that are too cheapand unrealistic. A void makingany payment before physicallyinspecting the vehicle andverifying the seller's existence. "Check the seller's background,documents and vehicleownership status. Use legitimateand trusted platforms for buying and selling vehicles, do not bepressured by urgency fromsellers, and ensure payments aremade to valid bank accounts," hestressed. Mohd Farhan also urged thepublic to verify bank accountnumbers of phone numbers viathe official PDRM Semak Mulewebsite https://semakmule.rmp.gov.my, before making anypayment, noting that scammerscontinuously recruit new muleaccounts. "Keep all transaction evidencein case of fraud," he added. Those who have fallen victimor have any information relatedto such incidents are urged tolodge a report at the nearestpolice station to assist ininvestigations.

Bau student admits to child porn possession, distribution 
KU CHING: A 19-year-oldstudent pleaded guilty in theSessions Court here yesterdayto possessing child pornographymaterials and participating in arelated business. Judge Iris Awen Jon orderedfor the boy to undergo furtherremand until May 12 for mention,pending the preparation of asocial report. He was charged

under Section 8 and Section 10 of the Sexual Offences AgainstChildren Act 2017 (Soaca). Section 8 carries a maximum 15years in jail and a minimum threestrokes of the cane, while Section10 provides for an imprisonmentterm of up to five years, or amaximum fine of RM10,ooo, orboth upon conviction. He was found to have possessed

the materials and engaged inthe business at a house in Bau at 9.10pm on Tuesday. Deputypublic prosecutor Asmawi NurHaqim Mokhtar appeared for theprosecution, while the youth didnot have legal representation. In a statement on Wednesday,Bau police chief Supt Mohd HaideA Rahman said that police found936 obscene videos and 4,035

pornographic images in the boy'ssmartphone. "The teenager is believed tohave accessed websites containingadult and child pornography,as well as conducted the sale ofsuch materials via Telegram andpromoted them on social mediaplatforms. He admitted to sellingthe materials as a source ofincome," said Mohd Haide.

Jobless man gets 12 months in jail for threatening to kill wife 
KUCHING: The Magistrates' Court here has sentenced an unemployed man to 12 months in prison for threatening to kill his wife by running her over with his car. Magistrate Ling Hui Chuanconvicted Mohammad Yusof

Abu Bakar, 39, on his own guilty plea to a charge under Section 506 of the Penal Code. The Section carries a jail termof up to seven years, or a fine,or both upon conviction. Theoffence was committed at aconsulate office on Jalan Central

Timur here at around 7.45am onApril 2. According to the facts of thecase, Mohammad Yusof hadbehaved aggressively during analtercation with the victim. He uttered vulgar wordsand threatened her in

Bahasa Sarawak, which wastranslated as: "I will not letyou go. Just wait - once youreach home from work, I willrun you over and kill you."During the incident, the victimsomehow managed to escape.Fearing for her safety due to the

traumatic experience, she lodgeda police report, which led to herhusband's arrest. The victim stated that she wasdistressed by Mohammad Yusofsconduct, where he frequentlyharassed her at her workplace. It is also understood that prior

to the incident, the victim andMohammad Yusof had beenliving separately for about twomonths due to marital issues. Insp Nur Syafiqa Nyaie Ilinappeared for the prosecution,while Mohammad Yusof wasunrepresented.
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-�broadcaster. Att"We would like to inform you with that the armed forces of the comnIslamic Republic of Iran have othernot launched anything at any Hezbcountry during the ceasefire out 1 hours until now." the Guards early said. on b,On Wednesday, Israel's well cheaviest strikes on Lebanon since Isr,Hezbollah entered the Middle opercEast war in early March killed shadehundreds, rattling the uneasy in Pa:ceasefire between Washington the c;and Tehran less than 48 hours durinafter it came into force. Pakistan that 1has insisted that Lebanon is townincluded in the ceasefire, and arriv,Washington made a push to ThEinclude Beirut in parallel talks. to al "We can confirm that the US arDepartment will host a meeting endirlnext week to discuss ongoing killedceasefire negotiations with globa

Thailand waives 
BANGKOK: Thailand has rolledout toll waivers and other travelmeasures for the Songkranfestival to ease travel costs andimprove safety, with PrimeMinister Anutin Charnvirakulurging the public to avoiddrink-driving during one of thecountry's busiest travel periods. Government spokespersonRatchada Thanadirek saidthe Ministry of Transporthas announced a temporarywaiver of toll fees on severalexpressways to ease the financialburden on travellers and reducetraffic congestion. "Songkran is a peak travelperiod when many Thais returnhome to reunite with theirfamilies, but rising fuel priceshave increased travel costs,prompting some to adjust theirplans." she said in a statement onFriday. The Burapha WithiExpresswayand Kanchanaphisek Expressway (Bang Phli-Suksawat) will betoll-free from April 10 to 16,
while the Udon Ratthaya, SiRat and Chalerm Maha Nakhonexpressways will be exemptedfrom April 13 to 15.
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Indonesia .steps· 
JAKARTA: Indonesia hasstepped up weather modificationefforts in Riau Province as partof preventive measures againstforest and land fires, dispersing25 tonnes of salt to inducerainfall since late March. Riau Regional DisasterManagement Agency and Fire
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