
to ensure propose aca enuc 
programmes met the necessary 
requirements and standards. 

He assured that applications 
would be processed as quickly 
as possible, taking into account 
the needs of higher education 
institutions and Sarawak's 
development priorities. 

"It is not going to take too long. 
We will process the applications 
as quickly as possible. We know 
that these are the requirements 
of the state," he said 

mem ers o e pu c, ra ers 
and companies. 

Th_e aid comprised 10 water 
tanks with a capacity of 1,800 
litres each, 40 sacks of rice 
weighing 10kg each, and 10 bottles 
of cooking oil weighing 5kg each. 

The journey took seven to eight 
hours by road before the team 
reached the riverbank. where 
they had to cross by boat to reach 
the village. 

"The 1,800-litre water storage 
tanks will help the villagers store 
daily drinking water, while the 
rice and cooking oil will help meet 

e ass1s ance wou prov1 e 
. practical relief to the fire victims 

and bring them comfort during 
this difficult time. 

He added the Society believes 
that the value of charity lies not in 
the quantity of items distributed, 
but in the sincerity of willingness 
to give. 

Yap also expressed his gratitude 
to those whose donations made 
the mission possible. 

After lianding over the 
assistance, the team immediately 
began its return journey and 
arrived home safely at 3am on 

-iong, cnauengmg ana urmg
but said the gratitude shqwn
by the victims made the effort
worthwhile.

He added that one of the most 
touching moments came when 
'the village head presented the 
team with river fish caught by 
villagers. 

"It was a simple gesture but it 
showed us that even in difficult 
times, people still know how to be 
grateful. 

"What we delivered was aid, but 
what we received in return was 
sincere friendship," he said. 

Man who killed girlfriend nine years. 
ago has jail term, caning increased 

Santubong's archaeological 
discoveries reveal rich 

KentlprnMingu. 

KUCHING: The Federal Court 
here yesterday increased the 
jail term of a man convicted of 
murdering his girlfriend in Miri 
nine years ago from 30 to 37 
years and whipping from 12 to 18 
strokes. 

The decision was made 
unanimously by a three-member 
panel comprising Chief Judge 
of Sabah and Sarawak Datuk 
kizah Nawawi, along with Dato 
Rhodzariah Bujang and Dato 
Collin Lawrence Sequerah. 
- Abdul Rahim Wahap, then aged
25, was convicted of murdering
his then 52-year-old girlfriend
under Section 302 of the Penal
Code and sentenced to death by
the High Court on Dec 16, 2022.

The now 34-year-old man 
subsequently appealed to the 
Court of Appeal against both his 
conviction and sentence, but later 
withdrew his appeal against the 
conviction. 
, The Court of Appeal on Oct 
14, 2025 reduced his' sentence to 
30 years' imprisonment and 12 
strokes of the cane. 

Dissatisfied with the reduced 
sentence, the prosecution 
appealed to the Federal Court. 

Deputy public prosecutor Mohd 
Amril Johari yesterday sought 
to have the death sentence 
reinstated, arguing, among other 
grounds, that Abdul Rahim had 
shown no remorse for his actions. 

He submitted thatAbdulRaliim 

Abdul Rahim is led away after the proceedings. - Photo ·by Kentigern 
Minggu 

had seriously assaulted the victim 
before throwing her into a river 
while she was unconscious, and 
also. disposed of her belongings 
besides misleading others about 
her whereabouts. 

The OPP argued that these 
circumstances had to be 
considered collectively and that 

. the seriousness of the crime 
outweighed the mitigating 
factors. 

However, Abdul Rahim's 
counsel Abdul Rahman Mohamad 
Hazmi submitted that the 30-year 
jail term and 12 strokes of the cane 
imposed by the Court of Appeal 
should be maintained, arguing 
that the court had not erred in 
its decision to set aside the death 
sentence. 

but upheld the del::ision to set 
aside the death sentence. 

Abdul Rahim was convicted of 
murdering the victim at Lutong 
Bridge in Miri between 938am 
on Nov 28, 2017 and 3am the next 
day. 

A gunny sack containing a 
human body was found floating 
in a river on Dec 2, 2017, with 
an examination confirming it 
belonged to the victim. 

All three of the victim's children 
confirmed that Abdul Rahim and 
their mother had c\ close personal 
relationship, and that he had 
visited their home during Hari 
Raya celebrations. 

They also stated that she had 
frequently assisted Abdul Rahim 
in his workshop business, which 
had failed, and had demanded 
repayment of money she had lent 
him. 

, 

ancient trading- Minister 

KUCHING: Iron-smelting 
furnaces dating from the mid­
nth to the late 12th to 13th 
centuries Common Era (CE) have 
been uncovered in Santubong 
near here, shedding light on the 
area's historical significance as 
an early settlement on the island 
ofBorneo. 

Tourism, Creative Industry 
and Performing Arts Minister 
Dato Sri Abdul Karim Rahman 
Hamzah said the discoveries 
were made under the Sarawak 
Delta Archaeological Project, 
undertaken by the Sarawak 
Museum Department in 
collaboration with the French 
School of Asian Studies at 
Sungai Jaong and Bongkissam in 
Santubong. 

"These findings may represent 
the earliest iron-smelting 

furnaces dating to the early 
second millennium CE reported 
on the island of Borneo," he said 
when delivering his ministerial 
winding-up speech. 

He said the department 
is also working closely with 
Western Sydney University 
on archaeological excavations 
at Lobang Manyik in Niah, 
which contributes to long-term 
conservation efforts. 

At a press conference 
later, Abdul Karim said three 
archaeological areas had been 
identified in Santubong 
Bongkisam, Bukit Maras, and 
Sungai Jaong. 

He said the distribution of 
archaeological remains, including 
the iron-smelting furnaces and 
the cove where Chinese traders 
entered, suggested that the 
settlement in ancient Santubong 
covered a considerable area. 

"If we examine the evidence 
closely, we can see that 
Santubong was already an 
established town many, many 
years ago," he said. 

He also pointed to the remains 
of a 'candi', or Hindu temple, 
where only the foundations 
remain, as evidence of the area's 
religious history. 

"This indicates that Hinduism 
existed in Santubong in those 
days, possibly until the arrival 

of Islam. There are no Hindus 
there today, which may explain 
why the temple structure was 
demolished, leaving only its 
foundations," he said. 

Abdul Karim also touched on 
plans to complete the Natural 
History Museum, which will 
complement · the cultural 
museum housed in the old 
museum building. 

"Once the mural works and 
other interior displays are 
completed, we will have two 
museums with one focusing 
on culture and the other on 
natural history, housed in the old 
museum building. 

"I cannot wait for that to be 
completed," he said. 

He said Kuching was also 
developing a heritage trail 
connecting its museums, Brooke 
Dockyard_ and other heritage 
buildings, with each venue 
showcasing different aspects of 
the city's history and heritage. 

"The old Kuching Municipal 
Council building is planned to 
be converted into an art gallery, 
while our upcoming Performing 
Arts Centre across the Sarawak 
River would further expand the 
city's cultural offerings. 

"These initiatives are part of 
our efforts to make Kuching a 
more interesting and vibrant 
city," he added. 

In its decision, the Federal 
Court increased the sentence 
imposed by the Court of Appeal 
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