
machinery were prepared. 
· "The meeting is not an ending,

but a beginning to organise our 
strengths, unite our direction. 
and ensure that every level of 
the machinery moves in the same 
rhythm," he said. 

He added that the machinery 
would be further strengthened 
and its preparations fine-tuned 
in the coming days to ensure it 
is ready to face the challenges of 

Iskandar (seated, third left) with members of the PBB Jepak election machinery team. 

the election. 
"We are strong not because of 

o·ne person, but because we are
united. We are strong because
we are disciplined. We are strong
because ·we fight with sincere
hearts for the people we love," he

said. 
Describing the preparations 

as an effort to build a strong 
and coordinated team ahead of 
the election. he said the party 
is determined to be ready even 
before the official campaign 

period begins. 
"We are not waiting for the 

war drums to sound, because we 
are ready even before they do. 
Unity is our weapon, loyalty is 
our shield, and the people are our 
strength," he added. 

DAP's Alan Ling tipped to contest Senadin against six-term incumbent Lee Kim Shin 

political support in the 
constituency, ,which has a 
multiracial electorate and 
encompasses communities with 
diverse social and economic 
interests. 

In the 2021 state election, Lee 
retained the seat with 10,535 
votes, representing 62.3 per cent 
of the votes cast, and a 7,591-
vote majority in a five-cornered 
fight, demonstrating his 
continued electoral strength. 

Ling served as Piasau 
assemblyman for one term 

and was also a member of the 
Dewan Negara from 2018 to 
2021. 

OAP has · indicated its 
intention to contest all three 
state seats under the Miri 
parliamentary constituency­
Piasau, Pujut, and Senadin-in 
the upcoming election. 

Ling previously told The 
Borneo Post that the three 
constituencies remained DAP's 
traditional seats under the 
existing understanding within 
Pakatan Harapan. 

con es e races w ere even a 
small shift in voter support could 
influence the outcome in the 
coming polls. 

"When analysing the coming 
election, we cannot simply use 
the previous election results as 
a basis for predictions because 
there were two parties in the 
opposition camp that could 
potentially split the vote, namely 
Parti Sarawak Bersatu (PSB} 
and PBK. However, with PSB no 
longer in existence, PBK may be 
the only remaining major force 
capable of splitting some of the 
opposition votes," he told See 
Hua.Daily News in an interview. 

Chin said PBK's biggest 
challenge was not necessarily 
its political arguments or 
policy positions, but rather the 
public acceptance and political 
credibility of its candidates. 

Based on feedback from his 
interactions with members of the 
public, he said many agreed with 
the party's political arguments 
but remained doubtful about 
whether its leadership and some 
candidates • could genuinely 
represent voters. 

seat from the incumbent party. 
However, he said it remained 

unclear whether she would 
contest Bukit Assek or Pelawan, 
making it difficult to assess her 
electoral prospects before the 
candidate arrangements were 
finalised. 

Chin said competition in 
Chinese-majority constituencies 
would not only involve contests 
between the ruling coalition 
and opposition parties, but alsq 
rivalry within the opposition
camp. 

· 
. 

He added that voters would 
also be reassessing candidates' 
individual abilities, party 
backgrounds and political 
ideologies. 

With PSB no longer in the 
political landscape and PBK 
facing challenges over candidate 
acceptance, Chin believed the 
distribution of.opposition votes 
could change in the coming 
election. 

Such changes, he said, could 
become an important factor 
in determining the outcomes 
in several Chinese-majority 
constituencies. 

Womanjailed for assaulting elderly 
mum, faces separate murder charge 

SIBU: A woman was sentenced 
to six months' imprisonment 
by the Magistrates' Court here 
yesterday after pleading guilty 
to voluntarily causing hurt to her 
77-year-old mother.

Civil societies urge Anwar, PN to seal 
eight-reform pact ahead of GE16

Magistrate Romario Jonoi
ordered Sie Ing Huong, 48, to 
serve the sentence from the date 
of conviction. 

During the proceedings, veteran 
Radio Televisyen Malaysia sign 
language interpreter Tan Lee 
Bee helped Sie, who is deaf, 
understand the charge and court 
proceedings. 

Tan, reportedly Malaysia's first 
court sign language interpreter, 
has served in the role since 1994. 

Sie was charged under Section 
323 of the Penal Code read 
together with Section 326A of 
the - same law, for assaulting 
her mother Sii Chai Lang at an 
unnumbered house in Bukit Lan 
at about 9pm on May 12 this year. 

According ,to the facts of the 
case, Sie assaulted her mother 
after the latter refused to give 
her money. The victim sustained 
injuries to the left-side of her head 
and left hand. 

Separately, the court fixed Dec 
29 for mention of a murder charge 
against Sie, pending the chemical 
analysis report. 

Sie is led from the courtroom after 
sentencing. 

She is acc·used of murdering her 
mother by stabbing her with a 
pair of scissors at the same house 
at about 1.sopm on June 25 this 
year. 

Tp.e murder charge is framed 
under Section 302 of the Penal 
Code, which carries the death 
penalty or imprisonment of 
between 3'6 and 40 years upon 
conviction. 

If the death penalty is not 
imposed, the offender is also 
liable to whipping of not less than 
12 strokes. 

·KUCHING: Some 47 civil society
organisations (CSOs} are urging
the government and opposition
to strike an eight-point cross­
party agreement to complete key
institutional reforms before the
15th Parliament is dissolved.

Among their proposals is for 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim to give at least three 
months notice before seeking an 
early dissolution of Parliament 
if there is no agreement for the 
current parliamentary term to 
run its full course until Dec 18, 
2027. 

In a joint statement, the 
CSOs said the proposed 
agreement-involving all 218 
parliamentarians-would help 
safeguard reforms from political 
uncertainties while giving the 
Election Commission (EC), 
political parties and the public 
sufficient time to prepare for the 
16th General Election (GE16). 

"The agreement should bring 
together the Madani government 
and Perikatan Nasional (PN}, 
with both sides having an 
opportunity to demonstrate their 
commitment to strengthening 

parliamentary democracy," they 
said. 

The eight proposed reforms 
include a 10-year limit on 
the Prime Minister's tenure, 
separation of the Attorney­
General and Public Prosecutor 
roles, a Freedom of Information 
Act and an Ombudsman Act. 

The remammg proposals 
are an Equitable Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF} 
Act, a Political Financing 
Act with public funding for 
political parties, making the 
EC answerable to Parliament 
instead of the Prime Minister, 
and the three-month notice for 
early parµamentary dissolution. 

The CSOs said the first 
four reforms were among 
the commitments made by 
Anwar at the beginning of his 
administration, with the proposed 
tenure limit and separation of 
the Attorney-General and Public 
Prosecutor requiring a two­
thirds parliamentary majority of 
148 votes to amend the Federal 
Constitution. 

They said the reforms were 
necessary to strengthen 

accountability, prevent abuse of 
power, promote transparency 
and improve public service 
delivery. 

On constituency development 
funding, the CSOs called for 
an equitable allocation based 
on an objective formula, with 
transparency and accountability 
safeguards, to be made 
available to all MPs and state 
assemblypersons regardless of 
their political affiliation. 

They stressed that such 
funding should not be 
monopolised by the government 
or made conditional on 
opposition representatives 
supporting the administration. 

The statement also called for 
political financing legislation to 
regulate political funds, prevent 
the misuse of public money and 
reduce dependence on private 
funding through public financing 
based on vote share and other 
objective criteria. 

The CSOs further proposed 
that the EC be made independent 
and answerable to Parliament, 
with expanded powers inciuding 
the registration of political 

parties. 
They welcomed the Confidence 

and Supply Agreement (CSA} 
signed between the government 
and 13 parliamentarians on Oct 
29, but described it as "narrow 
and transactional", particularly 

· as equitable CDF remained
subject to bargaining rather than
being guaranteed by law.

While supporting Minister in
the Prime Minister's Department
(Law and Institutional Reform)
Datuk Seri Azalina Othman Said's
call for PN to enter another CSA
with the government, they said
any new agreement should cover
wider opposition interests.

Ibey urged Anwar to engage
directly with PN's top leadership,
saying the remaining months
of his administration presented
an opportunity to secure lasting
democratic reforms.

The statement was initiated
by Project Stability and
Accountability for Malaysia
(Projek Sama), the Coalition for
Clean and Fair Elections (Bersih},
and the Center to Combat
Corruption and Cronyism (C4
Center) among others.
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