
cultivation, the industry has 
potential rt.rr downstream 
exports. 

"I was in the tourism industry 
previously like Datuk Karim, 
having visited many countries 
that cultivate flowers for 
attraction. Taiwan, and Thailand 
are also into it. If you go to 
Kunming in China, it is . one of 
places that export orchids, The . 
Netherlands too. 

"I hope this- exhibition will 
provide new ideas for us to look 
at horticulture in a new way. 

"There are flowers but there 
are also indigenous products that 
Sarawak Biodiversity Research 
has done into making flowers 
one of ingredients for perfume 
production. 

"That is another downstream 
activity able to develop 
horticulture," he added. 

He said while the future 
of (horticulture) · industry is 
bright, it would need new ideas 
and policies to ensure the 
sustainability of the industry.· 

Sharing his recent visit to 

So_ I want to share with the two mayors; 
please beautify our roads. If you don't have 
money, you can ask me. We should plant 
colourful flowers along our main roads. 

Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri Abang Johari Tun Openg 

Saudi Arabia, Abg Johari said the 
beautification efforts undertaken 
by the Saudi government proved 
that the horticulture industry 
could be developed as part of 
conservation efforts. 

He thus called on Kuching 
North City Hall and Kuching 
South City Council to take 
proactive measures like Saudi 
Arabia to beautify roads· iri the 
city with flowers. 

"This exhibition is a way 
for us to explore new ideas on 
the issue of horticulture, not 
only for economic benefits, 
but also to foster unity among 
communities. 

"As you know, flowers a·re 
very important in our life. When 

you give birth, people give you 
flowers; when . you ask for a 
hand from a girl, you also give 
flowers, when you die, people 

· also give you flowers. Flowers
are important in our life.

"I want to share with you
one area, the question of how
to promote horticulture · and
also the direction for us to
promote this industry, not only
to entertain but as a.commodity
for export, to meet and enhance
our economic attivities under
our Post-Covid19 Development
Strategy 2030 (PCDS 2030).

"Horticulture is one industry
that places two of our three main·
principles; commodity and social ·
inclusivity.

"That leads me to the second 
issue, second experience I want to 
share with you. I just came back 
from Saudi Arabia. I was there 
last week and you can see cities 
in Saudi Arabia are planted with 
flowers. J eddah itself is beautiful 
with colourful flowers, even to 
the extent that in Medina and 
Mecca, the government is putting 
emphasis on horticulture. 

"That reminds me that in the 
desert they can also plant flowers. 
It is an unfriendly weather but 
yet along the highway, it is lined 
with trees and flowers. Then I 
asked my coileague, Sarawak 
has this? There is nothing to see 
along our main roads. 

"So I want to share with the 
two mayors; please beautify our 
roads. If you don't have money, 
you can ask me.We should plant 
colourful flowers along our main 
roads," he said, adding that the 
horticulture industry players 
needed to step up their efforts in 
exploring new ideas. 

He also said that the 
development of the horticulture 

industry here would enable the 
state to make certain policies. 

This will' strengthen the state's 
conservation effort especially on 
its orchids. 

"Sometimes our friend from 
Singapore, if you allow me lah 
to mention this. You know I ain 
quite amazed with Singapore. 
Every VIP coming to the country 
is given an orchid and they will 
name that orchid and even some 
of the orchids there are from 
Sarawak. 

"So what I am saying here is we 
must have certain policies and 
brainstorm what we are going to 
do with our flowers. 

"Then we can actually plant 
more flowers, particularly 
orchids. I was given to 
understand by the UPM in 
Bintulu, there is one orchid not 
available in other parts of the 
world. 

"What I'm saying is the diverse 
orchids available in sarawak. It 
is the question of how we focus 
and develop our horticulture 
industry," he added. 

or Dreacn onegulations 
which seemed to touch on 
racial sensitivities shouid 
be settled properly through 
discussions. 

He said the Malaysia 
Madani-oriented-Unity 
Government had set a clear 
policy of defending good 
values and morals in.the 
spirit of uniting the mµlti
racial and multi-religious 
population. · 

·so, irresponsible 
statements are not acceptable 
because we cannot deny the 

• fact that Malaysia should
be peaceful and orderly,
developed by Malays and
Bumiputeras, Chinese,
Indians, the Dayal<, !ban,
Melanau and Kadazan ethnic
groups and others," he added.

He said the Cabinet is
together in this matter of
ensuring that the peace and
harmony enjoyed by all races
is defended and that it will
not tolerate any attempts to
undermine national security.
-Bernama

Rayong's election petition struck out, Roy remains Lubok Antu MP 
Desiree David 

·· KtJCHING: The High Court here
yesterday struck out an election
petition filed by defeated Lubok
Antu parliamentary candidate
Dr Johnical Rayong Ngipa.
· Judge Datuk Duncan Sikodol
ruled that the petitioner failed to
establish the allegations against
the election results for Lubok
Antu MP Roy Angau Gingkoi of
Gabungan Parti Sarawak (GPS)
to be declared null and void
on several grounds, including
bribery and non-compliance of
-the election laws.

Roy had applied . to strike
out the petition while the
preliminary objections were filed
by the returning officer (RO) and
the Election Commission (EC) on
March 15.

The judge also ordered for
RM10,ooo costs to be paid to Roy
and another RM10,ooo to the RO
and EC. ·

Roy was represented by Sim 
Hui Chuang, Alex Lim, Nicholas 
Wong, and Stella Sirn, while the 
RO and EC were represented 

by Mohammad Al-Saifi Hashim, 
Saravanan Kuppusamy, Nor 
'Aqilah Abdul Halim and Nur 
Syazwani Abdul Aziz from- the· 
Attorney General's Chamber. 

Rayong, who is Parti Sarawak 
. Bersatu (PSB) deputy president 
and Engkilili assemblyman, was 
represented by counsels Clement 
Wong, Then Siaw Lian, Sia Ee 
Guan, and Christopher Chin. 

Also present during the 
proceedings yesterday was PSB 
president Dato Sri Wong Soon 
Koh. 

On Jan 3, Rayong's lawyer 
Clement had filed an election 
petition to seek a court 
declaration to nullify the. 
election results for Lubok Antu 
parliamentary constituency. 

He had said Rayong submitted 
three grounds for the petition, 
one of which was the failure 
of the RO to conduct a recount 
when requested after Rayong lost 
to Roy by a razor-thin !Jlajority 
of 100 votes. 

The other two grounds 
involved alleged elements of 
bribery and corruption. 

On Nov 23 last year, Rayong 

had requested the EC recount 
the votes and double-check the 
spoilt and unreturned votes, as 
well as the voter turnout. 

He had expressed his 
disappointment that this did 
not occur on the sidelines of 
the State Legislative Assembly 
(DUN) sitting. 

During the parliamentary 
election, Rayong polled 6,544 
votes, while Roy obtained 6,644 in 
a four-cornered fight for L'µbok 
·Antu.

Incumbent Jugah Muyang,
who stood on a PerikataQ
Nasional (PN) ticket, received
5,360 votes, while Pakatan
Harapan's (PH) Langga Lias lost
his deposit after garnering just
746 votes.

There were 19,537 votes cast
for the seat, with 200 spoilt
votes and 43 unreturned ballot
papers.

Voter turnout was 67.4 per
cent. Lubok Antu constituency
has 28,995 registered voters.

Rayong, meanwhile, said he 
would not be filing an appeal 
after hi$ election petition was 
struck out by the High Court 

here yesterday. 
He, however, . vowed to work 

harder for the next parliamentary 
election. 

"To me this is not the end of 
the world and I have to work 
hardfor PRU16," he said. 

'Tm very sad. Anyway, I have 
to work hard now." 

PSB president Dato Sri Wong 
Soon Koh, who was also present 
for the proceedings, said the 
party had done its best and 
respected the court's decision. 

"To our opponents, it is a 
warning that if we see any · 
malpractice or irregularities, we 
will petition to the court. 

"So it is a lesson on our 
opponent to learn that justice 
will prevail in any of the 
elections. it is a .good lesson for 
us and also the opponent," he 
said. 

Wong also warried GPS must 
not assume that the coalition 
can do anything it wants just 
because it is in power. 

·we will take every measure
to make sure that elections are 
fairly conducted and the results 
are_fairly done," he added. 

Soon Koh (left) and Rayong leave the courthouse following proceedings. -
Photo by Chimon Upon 
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