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FDS crash: MoH working to 
.expedite claims for victims 
TAIPING: The Ministry of Health 
(MoH) is collaborating with the 
Public Service Department's 
Pension Division and the Ministry 
of Finance to ensure a smooth 
process for granting death ex­
gratia payments, retirement 
,benefit claims, and other benefits 
to the families of the victims who 
perished in the Flying Doctor 
Service (FDS) helicopter crash in 
Sarawak on Sept 8. 

Health Minister Datuk Seri 
Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad said the 
measure i,s currently underway 
to ensure that the surviving next 
_of kin receive appropriate justice 
and support. 

"I cannot state the details, 
·but the calculations include
'everything in great detail, and
'they are currently computing
all of that. The ex-gratia has
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many components to it," he told 
reporters after conducting a 
working visit to Taiping Hospital 
yesterday. 

The crash near the end of the 
Long Lellang STOLport runway 
claimed the lives of all five 
individuals on board the BO-105 
helicopter operated by Layang­
Layang Aerospace. 

The victims were medical 
officer Dr Ainul Baraah 
Kamaruddin, 33, medical assistant 
Alexson Adit Henry, 31, nurses 
Debra Moset, 40, and Jessie Paya 
Jok, 44, and pilot Captain Zaino! 
Afiq Bee Sham. 30. 

Dr Dzulkefly said the MoH has 
not set a specific timeframe for 
the suspension of FDS operations 
in Sarawak following the 
temporary suspension, adding 
that operations will only resume 
after the authorities complete 
their official investigation 
findings. 

• As soon as we can restart,
we will restart. We won't wait. 
But until a decision is made, 
everything depends on the 
investigation results and so 
forth. 

"So, we will wait to get the 

investigation results, and 
immediately after that, we will 
take steps to make decisions 
regarding subsequent services," 
he said. 

Meanwhile, he said the MoH 
has allocated over RMI.65 million 
to upgrade and improve facilities 
at Taiping Hospital, adding 
that the allocation involves 
upgrading, renovation, and 
repair works covering healthcare 
facilities, restrooms, and other 
areas. 

According to him, this amount 
is an increase compared to 
the allocation of RM571,000 
last year for improvement 
works involving the hospital's 
Emergency Department and 
psychiatric ward, which has 
already been fully completed. 
-Bernama

The accused (centre) is led away after sentencing. - Photo by Hafizah Abdul
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Manjailed 8 months, 
fined RM3,o·oo over· 
child porn stash 

·DoSM: Average monthly salary, wage of Malaysians up 4.1 pct to R.Ml,803 in 2025
KUCHING: A 41-year-old man 
was sentenced to eight months' 
jail after pleading guilty at 
the Magistrates' Court here 
yesterday to possessing 388 
child pornography images in his 
desktop computer. 

Sept 15, 2026. 
According to the facts of the 

case, police raided the house 
after receiving information from 
a Bukit Aman intelligence unit 
and conducted an inspection on 
the accused. 

PUTRAJAYA: The average 
.monthly salary and wage of 
Malaysians increased by 4.1 per 
,cent to RM3,803 in 2025, compared 
with RM3,652 the previous 
year, according to the Salaries 
and Wages Survey Report 2025 
published by the Department 
of Statistics Malaysia (DoSM) 
yesterday. 

At the same time, the median 
monthly salary and wage 
increased by 5.3 per cent to 
RM2,940 from RM2,793 in 2024, 

It said the total number of 
monthly salary and wage earners 
rose to 12.01 million, up from 11.96 
million in 2024, adding that. of 
the total, Malaysians accounted 
for 10.38 million, or 86.4 per cent 
of all full-time paid employees. 
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"The services sector, which 
represents 71.5 per cent, was the 
main contributor to the increase 
in the number of wage earners, 
rising by 1.8 per cent to 7.42 
million people. 

"Meanwhile, rrurung and 
quarrying remained the highest 
average monthly salary and wage 
at RM6.175, followed by services 
(RM3,993), manufacturing 
(RM3357), construction (RM3.188) 
and agriculture (RM2.S75)." DoSM 
said in a statement. 

In terms of skills, DoSM said 
skilled workers, who accounted 
for 36.6 per cent of all salary 
earners, recorded the highest 
average monthly salary and 
wage at RM5,799, compared with 
RM5,582-in 2024. 

The semi-skilled category, 
which accounted for 55.6 per 
cent of salary earners, recorded 
a 4.2 per cent increase in average 
salary to RM2,714 from ·RM2,604, 
while the low-skilled category 
rose by 2.6 per cent to RM2,184 
from RM2,128. 

"Selangor recorded the highest 
share of salary earners, at 25.6 per 
cent of the total number of paid 
Malaysian workers, followed by 
Johor (13.6 per cent) and Sarawak 
(7.6 per cent)," it added. 

The DoSM said five states 
recorded average monthly 
salaries and wages above the 
national level. namely Putrajaya 
at RM5.417, Kuala Lumpur 
(RM4,955}, Selangor (RM4,258), 
Penang (RM3,912}, and Labuan 

(RM3,887). 
It said the positive growth in 

average and median monthly 
salaries and wages in 2025 
reflects improved labour market 
conditions and workers' incomes. 

"Looking ahead, continued 
efforts to increase productivity, 
strengthen skills and create 
high-value jobs are important to 
support sustainable real wage 
growth and workers' well-being. 

"In line with the aspirations of 
the 13th Malaysia Plan (13MP}, 
developing a competitive 
and productive workforce 
and strengthening labour 
market reforms are important 
to support sustainable and 
inclusive wage growth," it added. 
-Bernama
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Magistrate Nursyaheeqa 
Nazwa Radzali also imposed a 
fine of RM3,ooo in default three 
months' imprisonment on Chan 
Khin See, and ordered him to 
report to a police station for 12 
months upon his release from 
prison. 

Chan was charged under 
Section 10 of the Sexual Offences 
Against Children Act 2017, which 
provides for up to five year·s in 
prison or a fine not exceeding 
RM10,ooo, or both, on conviction. 

He committed the offence at a 
house in Taman Malihah, Jalan 
Matang here at about 12.30pm on 
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The inspection found that a 
custom-built desktop computer 
handed over by the accused 
contained 388 child pornography 
images. 

It was established that the 
computer belonged to Chan and 
was under his control 

Apart from the computer, 
police also seized other devices, 

. including a mouse, keyboard, 
drawing tablet, router and 
modem as evidence. 

Prosecuting was Insp Siti 
Radhiah Abdul Rahman, while

the accused was unrepresented 
by counsel 
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