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The situation was brought 
under control at 4,34am, and the 
operation was ended at 5.44am 
after checks found no risk of 
reignition. 

"The cause of the fire is under 
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Chok is escorted by a police officer 
at the court. - Photo by Mohd Faisal 
Ahmad 

Online gambling: 
Man pleads 
guilty, fined 
RM2,700 

KUCHING: A man was fined 
RM2,100 in default three months' 
jail by the Magistrates' Court 
here yesterday for engaging in 
online gambling in public. 

Bryan Chok, 24, pleaded guilty 
before Magistrate Nureina 
Syafika Mohd N ajib to a charge 
under Section 7(2) of the 
Common Gaming Houses Act 
1953, which provides for a fine 
not exceeding RM5,ooo or up to 
six mMths' jail, or both. upon 
conviction. 

He committed the offence at a 
convenience store on Lorong Lee 
Ling 1D, Matang here at about 
9pm on Sept 20, 2026. 

According to the facts of the 
case, police raided the premises 
and spotted Chok allegedly 
engaging in online gambling. 

A check of his mobile phone 
found it contained evidence of 
online gambling, leading to his 
arrest. 

Seized during the raid were 
items suspected to have been 
used for the activity, including 
a mobile phone, a piece of paper 
bearing an ID and password, and 
RM40 in cash. 

Deputy public prosecutor 
Muhammad Aidil Akmal 
Sharidan prosecuted the 
case, while Chok was 
unrepresented. 

Separately, three unoccupied 
houses and a store at Rumah 
Empani in Lubuk Putan, Sungai 
Meradong, Bintangor were razed 
to the ground yesterday. 

Bintangor fire station chief 
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affect the main structure of the 
longhouse. 

"The fire involved separate 
structures situated close to 
one another, which allowed the 
flames to spread quickly," he said 

were reported, with the cause of 
the fire. under investigation. 

He also reminded the public to 
prioritise fire safety in residential 
areas to minimise the risk of 
similar incidents. 

Manj�iled 10 months for using fake 
QR payment code i_n_bid to cheat 
KOTA KINABALU: A man who 
used a fake QR ·code receipt 
during a purchase was sentenced 
by the Magistrates' Court 
here yesterday to 10 months' 
imprisonment. 

Mohd Sobi:ie Eddie, 32, changed 
his plea to guilty after initially 
claiming trial to a charge under 
Section 471 of the Penal Code, 
punishable under Section 465 of 
the same Code. 

The prosecution had so far 

called one witness to testify 
against the accused. 

Mohd Sobrie was charged 
with using a fake QR receipt as 
genuine in front of a convenience 
store in Inanam on Oct 19, 2024, 

The facts of the case 
stated that he had agreed to 
purchase a set of audio 
equipment worth RM1,100 from 
the complainant. 

The accused showed a ,QR 
receipt indicating the successful 

transfer of · funds into the 
account of the• complainant's 
wife. 

However upon checking, the 
complainant found no such 
transfer of funds and filed a 
police report which led to Mohd 
Sobrie's arrest. 

Prosecuting before Magistrate 
Dzul Elmy Yunus was deputy 
public prosecutor Akaash 
Singh, while the accused was 
unrepresented by counsel. 

Mosti warns against impersonation, fraudulent 
use of ministry, officers' name, identity 

PUTRAJAYA: The' Ministry 
of Science, Technology and 
Innovation (Mosti) has received 
several complaints regarding 
the ministry's name and identity 
qeing misused, as well as 
those of its officers, by parties 
seeking. to collect payments 
and conduct unauthorised 
transactions. 

In a statement, Mosti said 
it views the matter seriously 
and stressed that the use of the 
ministry's name, logo or official 

identity without authorisation 
does not imply that any matter 
has received approval or involves 
the ministry. 

"All official dealings must be 
condu,_cted through the channels 
and procedures established by 
the Ministry," the statement 
read. 

Mosti advised the public 
and industry players to verify 
matters through the ministry's 
official channels before 
making any payment or taking 

action based on suspicious 
communications. 

The ministry also reaffirmed 
its commitment to safeguarding 
the integrity of the public service 
and protecting the interests of 
the public and industry players 
against all forms of fraud and 
identity misuse. 

Those with enquiries may 
contact Mosti's Procurement 
Section, Finance Division on 03-
8885-8164/8072/8373/8506/8208. 
-Bernama

Govt retiree claims trial to se�ually assaulting 2 girls 

KANGAR: A government retiree 
pleaded not guilty in the Sessions 
Court here yesterday to three 
charges of committing physical 
sexual assault and criminal 
force against two girls about two 
months ago. 

Annuar Abdullah, 72, entered 
the plea after the 'charges were 
read out to him before Judge 
Sharifah N orazlita Syed Salim 
!did.

The first two charges alleged
that Annuar committed physical
sexual assault against an 11-
year-and-five-month-old girl at a
house here at 6.30pm on Aug 11,
2026.

The third charge alleges that 

he used criminal force against 
a 10-year-and-11-month-old girl 
by pulling both her legs with 
the intention of outraging her 
modesty at the same place, time 
and date. 

The first two charges were 
brought under Section 14(a) of 
the Sexual Offences Against 
Children Act 2011, which provides 
for a maximum prison sentence 
of 20 years and whipping, upon 
conviction. 

The third charge, under Sectfon 
354 of the Penal Code, carries a 
maximum prison sentence· of 
10 years or a fine or whipping, 
or any two of the punishments, 
upon conviction. 

The court granted Annuar bail 
of RM10,ooo with one surety and 
ordered him to report to a nearby 
police station on the first day of 
every month. 

He was also prohibited from 
approaching or disturbing 
the victims and prosecution 
witnesses until the disposal of 
the case. The court fixed Nov 24 
for mention for submission of 
relevant documents. 

Deputy public prosecutor 
Mohd Alif Farhan Hassan 
appeared for the prosecution, 
while Annuar was represented by 
lawyers Zuhair Ahmad Zakuan 
and Mohamad Alif Farhan 
Mohamad Supian. -Berna!?a 

Man charged with murdering AKPS officer wife at KLIA quarters 

SEREMBAN: A man was ch�rged 
at the Magistrates' Court here 
yesterday with murdering 
his wife, an officer with the 
Malaysian Border Control and 
Protection Agency (AKPS), at 
the Kuala Lumpur International 
Airport (KLIA) quarters on Oct 
15. 

Mohd Khairudin Safi'ai, 37, 

nodded to indicate he understood 
the charge read before Magistrate 
N urul Saqinah Rosli. 

However, no plea was recorded 
as murder cases fall under the 
jurisdiction of the High Court. 

Mohd Khairudin is accused of 
murdering Norhazwani Ibrahim, 
35, at a house in the.KUA Civil 
Servants' Housing Complex in 

Nilai at about 7pm. 
The charge was framed 

under Section 302 of the Penal 
Code, which carries the death 
penalty or imprisonment of 
between 30 and 40 years and, 
if the death penalty is not 
imposed, at least 12 strokes of 
the cane, upon conviction. 
Bernama 
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Man fined RMsoo for 
contraband ciggies, ale, 

KUCHING: The Magistrates' 
Court here yesterday fined 
a man RM5oo in default one 
week in prison for possessing 
untaxed cigarettes and alcoholic 
beverages. 

Magistrate Ling Hui Chuan 
convicted Liew Tao Siang, 31, on 
his guilty plea to a charge under 
Section 37(1) of the Sarawak 
Minor Offences Ordinance 1958, 
which provides for up to three 
months' jail or a fine of RM5oo. 

The offence was committed at 
a grocery store at Tapah Bazaar, 
Mile 22 Jalan Kuching-Serian at 
about 1pm on Sept 26, 2026. 

According to the facts of 
the case, General Operations 
Force personnel conducted an 
Op Taring Alpha operation at 
the premises on suspicion that 
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Dr Muhamad Akmal arrives at the court with his"'

Idrus. - Bernama photo 

Prosecution reje 
· Akmal' s represe
drop public al�:
BUKIT MERTAJAM: The 
Magistrates· Court here was told 
yesterday that the prosecution 
has rejected a representation 
by Umno Youth chief Datuk Dr 
Muhamad Akmal Saleh seeking 
to drop his charge of causing 
alarm to public safety through 
his social media account last 
year. 

Penang prosecution director 
Muna Mohamed J aafar conveyed 
the matter during proceedings 
before Magistrate Roshayati 
Radellah. 

However, lawyer Aizat Azam, 
representing Dr MuhamadAkmal 
alongside 10 other lawyers, said 
the defence will apply to submit 
a second representation after the 
earlier one was rejected. 

Muna said the prosecution 
had no objection to the second 
application and would forward 

it to 
Chambe 
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GISBH gI'anted extension of time to file records of a 
PUTRAJAYA: The Court of 
Appeal yesterday granted GISB 
Holdings Sdn Bhd (GISBH) an 
extension of time to file the 
records of appeal in its appeal 
against the Selangor state fatwa. 

GISBH's lawyer Zulkikri Ulul 
Azmi applied for the extension 
during proceedings, telling the 
court that the records of appeal 
were fi.\ed 27 days late. 

He said his side had been 
unaware that the draft index had 

� 

not been submitted, an error that 
has since been rectified. 

A three-judge panel comprising 
Justices Datuk Mohamed Zaini 
Mazlan, Datuk Ong Chee Kwan 
and Datuk Seri Mohd Radzi 
Harun allowed the application 
and awarded RM5,ooo in legal 
costs to the Attorney-General's 
Chambers (AGC). 

"The appellant must pay 
RM5,ooo to the AGC immediately 
because you made a mistake," he 

said. 
Senior federal counsel 

Mohammad Sallehuddin Md 
Ali, appearing for the AGC, said 
the prosecution maintained its 
objection to the application. 

He said, however, that if the 
court were minded to allow 
the extension of time, the AGC 
would seek costs. The application 
follows the Shah Alam High 
Court's rejection on Jan 9 this 
year of GISBH's bid for leave to 

commence a judicial review. 
High Court Judge S. 

Narkunavathy dismissed the 
leave application after allowing 
a preliminary objection by 
the AGC that the fatwa is not 
amenable to judicial review by 
virtue of Article 121(1A) of the 
Federal Constitution. 

Narkunavathy said that 
under Article 121(1A), civil courts 
are expressly precluded from 
exercising jurisdiction over any 

matter within the exclusive · 
purview of the Syariah Courts. 

She further said the case 
involved a dispute over Islamic 
tenets, which is not a matter for 
the civil courts. 

In its judicial review 
application, GISBH sought a 
certiorari order to quash the 
fatwa published on Oct 14, 
2024 and gazetted on Oct 16, 
2024, which declared GISBH as 
deviating from the teachings 
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