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and � Community Wellbeing 
Development Minister said ,as .. 
of Aug 31, a total of 750 bottles 
of . I.5-litre drinking ]Nater had 
been distributed to 94 families 
involving 375 p�ople in Lundu 
and Sri Aman. 

She said communities 
dependent on rainwater ·and 
gravity-feed systems were 
particularly vulnerable to the 
ongoing dry conditions. 

"There are places that depend 
on gravity-feed systems which 
have already dried up; she told 
reporters after the Samarahan­
level launch of the 'Sarawak 
Women @ Work' programme
here. · 

According to a report on
clean · water distribution,
Kampung Pash- Hilir Biawak 
in Lundu received 61·0 bottles 
of 1.5-litre drinking water for 84 
families involving 335 people on 
Aug 3�. . . 

In Sri Aman, 80 bottles were 
distributed to 10 families 
inv.olving. 40 people at . 
Rumah Perindu, Sungai Pisang, 
Lingga. · 

Fatimah said the Welfare 
Department· is also working 
with the Sarawak Rural Water 
Supply Department' (JBALB) 
to coordinate •assistance for 
affected communities. 

JBALB is delivering water 
using tankers, while the Welfare 
D�partfnept distributes bottled 
drinking w.ater, particularly to 

Beyond rural . gravity-feed I JeniferLaeq .,. ,.. 
systems, Fatimah said declining. 
river levels could also affect 
water treatment and suppJy. MIRI: Operations·. at Mutiara

She cited changes in river · Bunu.t Homestay in Loagan 
levels during a recent trip to Bunut National. Park have been 
Dalat, adding that the dry temporarily suspended after 
s.eason was reducing the amount the lake dried up due to the 
of water available at some water . prolonged dry spell 
intake points. . Homestay owner Rolland Ayu, 

"When the water at the intake 63, said tbe suspension affected 
pqint is low, especially during boo�ings planned for August . 
low tide, it will affect the amount and September. 
of water �hat can be taken for "The lake is totally dried up 
treatment'. ' . -now. Once the water level in the

"This means there w·m be less· 
· · 

lake is safe for boat operatioqs, reminiscentofthoseexperienced 
we will update our Facebook in 2019. · 1 
page;, he said in a notice posted He noted that the lake's 
on Facebook. ecosystem had undergone 

'13/hen contac;:ted by The significant changes over the 
Borneo Post, Rolland. said the years. . , , 
lake's water level typically Originally from Bario, Rolland 
dropped two or three times a and his wife Doreen Meran, a 
year. 1 Berawan from Loagqp · Bunut. 

However, he said the current are continuing the legacy of 
·dry spell appeared to be more · her late father Meran Surang,
severe: who established the !odge in the 

"This year seems :worse area. 
than last year,: he said, adding The property was built 
that the conditions were also · between 1986 and 1988,.:while the 

. late Meran began operating 1t as 
a lodge in tl)e early 1990s. 

"y,/e continued his legacy in 
2017 and started, operations 
in 2018. We then had a three­
year break due to the Covid-19 ·i 
pandemic." he said. 

Rolland said the homestay is 
currently the only such facility 
operating within the lake area 
of Loagan Bunut National Park. 

Loagan Bunut National Park 
i� about 111km from Miri city, a. 
journey of about one and a half 
hours by road. 

water available for treatment 
and Sl:lbsequently less water to 
be supplied to houseqolds." she 
.said. 

Fatimah urged communities · 
experiencing water shortages 
to notify their respective 
district or divisional disaster 
management committees so that 
assistance could be coordinated. 

Fetd�,, f:JC·pro lf,>e: 'iimbang cp1;apany- p,tircfu�se. ���ng: 
six m::a:ttt.ers inv.estigp. ted,_ o.t;a:rt ti-graft<com·mi'ssiot r·· :t· :: :

She also expressed hope 
that . cloutl-seeding efforts 
would produce positive 
results, while stressing that 
water catchment areas should 
be given attention as they are 
crucial to maintaining water 
supply. 

"We hope and pray that ·the 
situation· will improve. We 
also hope the cloud-seeding 

·. process will bring good results
because suitable clouds are
needed· for cloud seeding; she
added ..

PUTRAJAYA: The Malaysian 
Anti-Corruption Commission 
(MACC) has opened six • new 
investigation papers.into alleged 
misappropriation, abuse of 
power and corruption involving 
the Federal Land Development 
Authority (Felda) and its 
subsidiary Felda Investment 
Corporation Sdn Bhd (FIC), 
with several arrests expected 
beginning next week. 
. MACC Chief. Commissioner 
Datuk Seri Abd Halinr· Aman 
said the investigations followed 
ipformation received on Aug 24 
regarding the impleme.ru:ation •.
of projects and investments 

by Felda and FIC management purchase · of Grand Plaza 
between 2010 and 2020. . Serviced Apartments· 1 in 

·we received· the information London; establishment of Felda
on Aug 24 and, through 0ps Wellness Corporation Sdn Bhd; 
Fella, the six investigation acquisition of Felda House 
papers opened involve issues and Grand Felda House; and 
conc�rning the pi,irchase and ·alleged misapprqpriation in 
investment ' in assets by Felda · the ·development of the Kuala 

· and FIC, which are suspected · Lumpur Vertical City project.
of · involving . elements · of ' "MACC is also reviewing 
niisappropri$1.tion, abuse _ of an' old investigation paper 
power and corruption." he told a involving the ·Park City Grand 
press conferenc;e yesterday. Plaza property, which has yet . 

The six matters are the to be closed and is currently 
purchase of Tatafan· Aras Sdn undergoing a mutual legal 
Bhd in Limbang, Sarawak; assistance process; he said. 
ac;:quisition of Grand Bor:neo So far, 12 individuals have 
Hotel Sdn · Bhd in �abah; had their statements recorded, 

comprising three FIC board 
members, an FIC secretary,,two 
FIC Legal Division officers, a 
valuer, three individuals from 
law firms, a Kuala Lumpur Land 
and Mines Offi�e offi�er, and an 
officer fr.om the 'Kuala Lumpur 
Valuation and Pro,perty Services 
Department. 

Abd Halim said several arrest� 
were expected to be made i� 
stages 'beginning early next! 
week, while the amou.nt of 
corruption proceecls �eli'eved'. 
to be involved had yet to be 
determined as the investigatiorf 
was still at an early stage. 7
Bernama . · 
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DalreeDavld Proceeds of Unlawful Act;ivities �ccording to the facts of the party accounts before· part ·of

Act 2001 (Act' 613) for receiving case) Kho y.ras a relation�hip it was received and used by the 
, proceeds of unlawful activities. · manager at a Kuching branch · accused for his own benefit;

KU CHING: A former bank ' For· the cheating charges, of an international bani,{ including to settle personal debts, 
relationship manager who the court sentenced him to when he ·used a non-existent commissions, and renovation 

. _ pleaded guilty t<;> 16 cheating between three arid four years' 'bond' investment scheme to works: 
charges . and · -eight money imprisonment and one stroke of obtain money from the bank's Kho's actions in receiving and 
launderingchargeswassentenced the cane1 for each charge, with customers. using money which he knew; 
yesterday to a total·of 75 years' all the sentences ordered tb run Investigations found . that or had reason to believe, was 
imprisonment. 19 �trokes of the con.currently and to take effect between March-21, 2022 and June · proceeds of unlawful attivitieS' 

/ cane, and �ed RM40 million. · from the date of his remand on 11, 2024,he caused 16 unauthorised led to the eight charges under Act. 
Se'ssions Court judge Iris Awen, May 23, 2025. transfers totalling RMI.587,971.48 613. : 

Joh i,rnposed the sentence on Kho For the eight charges under to be made: from the accounts of Deputy public prosecutor 
Yung Kang, 39,::who faced charges Act 613, the court sentenced Kho ,eight b�nk ·customers without MaryamJamielahAb Manafffrom 
under Section 429 of the Pena!, to three years' imprisonment their knowledge, authority or the Attorney-General's Chamber� 
Code for cheating 16 victims in ·

: for each charg�. effective consent. . · in Putrajaya prosecuted· the 
connection with ·a non-existent ' from yesterday and to run The acts formed the basis of the charges unger Act 613, while DPP. 
investment scheme. concurrently, in addition to a fine cheating offences under Section Chuah Kai Sheng handled the 

The remaining eight. charges · ·. ofRM5 rrµllion f.or each charge. 420 of the Pe�al Code. • charges under Section 420 of the.
were broug�t under Se.ction 4(�)(b) · . The total fines imposed for the The . · money from the Penal pode. :, 

. of the Anti-Mon_i;!y Laundering,· e1ght charges·amounted t9RM40 transactions was subsequently Khowasunrepresentedbylegat_ 
Kho is led away by police after sentencing. - Photo by Mqhd Faisal Ahmad Anti-Terrorism Financing and million in default 18 months' jail transferred into several third- couns�L 
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