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.. . • , "The Cabinet decision . on 
'· SMPC/UEC comes with · the 

condition that stµdents pass 
Bahasa �elayu and History 

,. >'. ' subjects in SPM. 
·so; we· are· giving them space,

although perhaps beginning with 
several, course_s first, because 
previously- this was not agreed 
upon. 

�Now, when Chinese schools 
are accepted,.' we accept it 
positively as well. 

"This does not apply only to 
SMPC / UEC students, but also 
to students from Arabic schools, 
secondary religious· schools; 
tahfiz institutions and others. 
The same condltions apply, 

So, .we _are-�vm,g'.;, . ,� ·c� 
. them space, althoiigh�-·-

,1 -· perhaps begilinin,g 1

._with several courses 
first, because 
·previously this was

' not agreed'lipon. Now, 
when Chinese schools 
are accepted, we accept 
it positively as well. 
This-does �ot apply 

KUCHING: The second phase of 
the 2026 Sarawak Basic Needs 
Assistance (SKAS) distribution 
programme began yesterday, 
benefitting about &00,000 
recipients across the state, said 
Premier Datuk Patinggi Tan· Sri 
Abang Johari Tun Openg. 

He ·said' the second 
�bursement was meant to help 
recipiei:its prepare for the Gawai 
Dayak celebration this Juhe 1. 

J. Ilt: VdJ.Ut: U.l Ult: dJ.U ltd::; 

inc�eased t'his year frqm RM950 ' 
to RM1,100. 

"For households, they will 
receive more thari RM400 
during the current phase, while 
the remaining bala17-ce from 
the RM1.;Ioo allocation ·will be 
distributed in November," he 
told reporters when met after 
a walkabout , and live-run 
session for the second phase 
of the 2026 SKAS distribution 
programme at Eastern Mall here 
.yesterday. · 

Abang Johari added that 
assistance for senior citizens and 
single recipients had also been 
set accordingly. 

VVt: UU}Jt: LUdL WlLU UU:: 

increase iri ;value, it can help ease 
the burden of our people." 

Th� Premier said the state 
government had allocated ·close 
to RMI billion for the programme 
this year following the increase 

'in assistance. 
He said the initiative was 

aimed at ensuring families 
could continue purchasing daily 
necessities such as ·rice, sugar 
and cookirrg oil despite rising 
living costs. · 

"Our objective is to ensure the 
people's kitchens continue to 

· berc1-sap' (have smoke,.indicating
cooking). so they can buy
essential goods." he said
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government was continuing 
additional cost-of-living relief 
measures, including ·a 25 per cent 
electricity discount and a so per. 
cent rental reduction for traders 
operating at.government-owned 
premises. · .. 

He said the measures were 
intended to ·reduce household 
and business expenses while 
encouraging traders not · to 
increase prices-excessively. · 

'1/{e hope that the traders 
would also help the people 
because we're . all working. 
together to ease the burden 
caused by the rising cost of 
living," ·he said 

• including for Malaysian students
in international schools.

"It's just that there are still
some details being discussed,"
he told reporters after officiating
afthe 2026'National Youth Day

only to SMPC / UEC 
students, but also to 
students from Arabic 
schools, seco_ndary 
religious schools, tahfiz 
institutions and others. 

Datuk Serl Anwar Ibrahim 
I 

Halt foreign:.worker. fee hike, STA pleads as industrie� face uncertainties 

· celebration here yesterday.
On Thurs�ay, Malay Mail 

create clearer and more inclusive 
access.for students from outside KUCHING: The Sarawak Timber 
the_ national education system. Association (STA) has called 
including holders of the UEC ,upon the stat!! government to 

pressures. rise to RMI.484 from June 1 this 
year, and RMI,854 from Jan 1, next 
year. 

early' stage of implementation, 
continuous improvements are 
being made. 

... reported the governm�nt agreed
• , . on several decisions .concerning

·under the new framework. maintain .foreign labour licence 
two distinct pathways are now . renewal fee at RM904, saying 
available. that it is crucial to sµstain the 

He said the industry was being 
squeezed by global uncertainties, 
including the ongoing ·Middle 
East crisis, volatile economic 
conditions and escalating fuel 
prices, all of which have pushed 
up transport and operating costs. 

"The sector.is already burdened 
by costs und�r the Fqreign 
Workers Transformation 

"Tr�g and nnpleme1_1tation 
guidance should be provi(ied free 
of charge to endure smoother 
compliance," he said · 

1 Lau warned that additional 
fee increases would further 

entry pathways for students 
outside the national education 
system to pursue studies at 
Public Institutions of Higher 
Learning (IPTA) in the country. 

Citing a statement issl!ed by 
the Ministcy of Hig:tler Education 

, (MoHE), it said the decision would 
,. ' 

First. students from these competitiveness and viability of 
stre� who possess a full SPM the timber industry. 
certificate may apply for any In a statement on .Friday,· 
study programme offered throi.ign · · STA-chairman Dato Henry Lau 
the standard UPUOnline �em, .... _ said .the staws quo would help 

provide cost stability as the 
>TamtoPapa.Coll sector faces· rising operational. 

- ·-➔••-�•-·•-.-·-·---·-� --- . ------.-- . -··'t'·-··-·-· -·-----· 

Lau urged Sarawak Premier 
Datuk' Patinggi Tan Sri Abang 
Johari Tun Openg to reconsider 
planned fee increases, noting · 
that the renewal rate is set to 

Approach (FWT A), which 
amounts to RMI,854 per worker, 
or RM2,002.3� including Sales_ 
and Service Tax (SSn. alongside 
training costs of about ·RM2,ooo 
per participant. 

"As the FWTA is still in its 
--- ·- -- --•H- •-•-•.•- -- -- . --•-- -- •- . -

erode margins and undermine 
the long-term sustainability and 
competitiveness of Sarawak's 
timber industry. 

�, charged, oVer- alleg¢dl.Qeng 24 aung:-'.N]U.n;g:oi'gailised,crime' links, 
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. ·. t 
KU CHING: Twenty-three . 
men, aged between 19 and 44. 
were charged separately at the 

in organised criminal activity as Among the lawyers 
members-of Geng 24 Hung-Hung representing the accused were 
between December 2021 and Dato Shankar Ram. Hani Iryani 
April 20 this·year, at an oil palm Bonny, Patrick Voon, Ralph.Lee, 
plantatiOJ\ in Kampung Temaga .Dani�l Ling, Tiop.g Ing 'Neng, 

K 

·· Sessions Court here over alleged
involvement_ -in the organised 
crime group, ·Geng 24 Hung­
Hung. 

However, no plea was recorded 
as the cases were pending 
transfer to the High Court. 
' All those charged have been 

on remand since their respective 
arrests last nionih under Section 
13(1) of the ·security, Offences 
(Special Measures) Act 2012 
(Sesma). , 1 · ; 

They were_· arrested during 
the police's Ops Pusak Merah 
between April 19 and 23. 

Following an application by 
the prosecution for exteqded 
remand at the Kuching Prisons 
in Puncak Borneo here, the court 
fixed June 22 for mention .. 
· Based on the charge sheets,-the

. 2j are accused of being involved 

Cina-Dayak. Sematan. Veness.a Y-Ii and Boston Ho. ' 
The offence carries . All defence counsels indicated 

imprisonment of _between five that they would reserve 
and 20 year� upon conviction. submissions on bail until the 

All those accused arrived at · cases had been transferred to the
court at around 1230p!J1, ahead · High Court. 
of proceedings �hi.ch began at Meanwhile, Bukit Aman 
23opm. Criminal �nvestigation 

Family members were also Department (CID) director 
seen at the courthouse. Qatuk M Kumar, in,a statement, 

'The accused were heavily said that 23 lQcal male susp�cts 
guarded by armed and masked were detained,quriflg Ops Pusak 
security personnel throughout Merah. 
their presence at the courthouse. According to him, the group 

The Deputy Public Prosecutom - led by a 41-year-old man _, has
(DPPs) are Shafiq Kasiin and been active since 2020, and is 
Maryam Jamielah Ab Manaff. believed to have comprised 26 

The cases were heard Before_ ... members, many of wham are 
Judges Musli Ab Hamid; fns repeat offenders. 
Awen Jon and Noorhisham
MohdJaafar. · >TamtoPage2,Coll 
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op���t��;.-�� comme��i-�i'entiti�;.face limitations in expanding
infrastructure, I9articularly inrurl3_f arlffi�fl "I' I;> 

"The market is very smallbut the cost is quite high, we
cannot depend on them now,"he told reporter� when met

. . ··-- .. - -· - --· .. b N -� ... b Sacofa as the backbone becausemost of the infrastructure is 

already there. "Through Sacofa, we hopeto improve the speed of
connectivity," he said. He added that Sarawak wasalso looking beyond fibre optic

............... >J"-"-'.L'-46'- �1�1.1,,,..1.,u.�. "There is already technology
involving low. 1·earth' •· orbit
connectivity through new chipsand we are still studying it. "I have to know until whenwe can continue relying on fibreoptics, but my target is 2030," hesaid.

Ministry: All applications for varsity entry 
to be based on principle of meritocracy 
>From Pagel

Their applications will be
considered based on merit
alongside all other candidates,
subject to meeting the general
and specific programmerequirements. Second, for those without a full SPM but who have passed the SPM papers for Bahasa Melayu and History, a newpathway has been created for

them to apply to a specific listof relevant degree and diploma programmes. For religious and tahfiz
school graduates under this 

second pathway, the identifiedprogrammes include studies in Dakwah (Islamic Outreach),Al-Quran and As-Sunnah, andTahfiz Education. Meanwhile, for graduates ofChinese independent secondary
schools, the available courses

focus on Chinese language
and cultural studies, such as 

a Bachelor of Arts in ChineseLanguage Studies and a Bachelor of Chinese Languageand Linguistics. The ministry stressedthat all applications wouldbe processed based on theprinciple. of meritocracy and
are subject to the final
approval of each university's Senate.

Geng 24 Hung-Hung: Three other members still at 
large, efforts to track them down ongoing- PDRM 
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'Kuching's St Peter's Church Padungcfn tart b'e 
highlighte� as Visit Malaysia 2026 attraction'· 
KUCHING: Tourism, Arts andCulture Minister Datuk Seri Tiong King Sing has e?{pressedinterest in highlighting" StPeter's Church Padungan as 

an attraction under the VisitMalaysia 2026 campaign. According to a Facebook postby the church, Tiong paid anofficial visit to the church onWednesday accompanied byofficers from the Ministry ofTourism Malaysia. The delegation was received byRector Fr Vincent Chin. The church said the minister's 

interest reflected recognition ofSt Peter's Church Padungan's 

cultural, historical. and
spiritual significance within the
community. 
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>From Pagel

The church community alsoexpressed appreciation forthe visit and looked forwardto welcoming visitors fromwithin and outside Sarawak to experience the heritage, faith, down are ongoing." he said. to have carried out extortion and hospitality of the church. Tiong (second left) admires the interior.of the church as Chin, on his left, givesa briefing. - Photo from Facebook / St Peter's Church Padungan K'l.lmar added that all activities to collect protection St Peter's Church Padungan is Police also seized a pump- those arrested had prior money, including attacking among Kuching's longstanding flying buttresses, arches, and (Unifor). 
._. action . . shotgun, 12-bor� criminal records involving pr.�m�ses that refu�ed to pay. Catholic churches and_ is stained-glas� windows. Locate_d in the very centre�- ammunition, two samurai offences such as murder, gang It rs further beheved to have regarded as a notable heritage Construction of the RM38 of Kuchmg, the presence of St; swords and two machetes during robbery, arson, causinginjury and engaged in criminal intimidation landmark noted for blending million building began in 2019 Pet�r·s Church Padungan among
t· the operation. grievous hurt, housebreaking, and assaults against individuals local Sarawak Dayak motifs with and was completed in December other religious houses in close• "The Royal Malaysia Police theft, vehicle theft, possession who defied their demands, as European-style design. 2024, with funding raised through proximity is also described as (PDRM) have also identified of stolen property and d�ug well as other serious offences With a seating capacity for public donations and assistance a powerful testament to the: three other members still at trafficking. to expand its influence and gain 1,000 people, the church's Gothic from the Sarawak government religious harmony and unity that
,. 
• large, and efforts to track them The group is also believed profit." said Kumar. features include pointed spires, via the Unit for Other Religions Sarawak is proud to uphold.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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·� Dr Sim: Advanced wound care can reduce long-term healthcare blirden
• 
•·KUCHING: Advancements ! in wound dressing and care

services can significantly• improve patients' quality of • life while reduci�g long-term ..� healthcare costs, said Deputy. � Premier Datuk Amar Dr :,im Kui.; Hian. � Dr Sim said modern . and" advanced wound care had; become increasingly important; in today's healthcare system,) particularly in managing chronic ,. wounds through approaches ; that go beyond traditional) dressing methods . � He said such innovations � could help create better healing� environments, reduce infection : risks, minimise discomfort and• accelerate recovery. "However, the advancement
.. 

of wound care services will alsobring about· its sustainability,which will become increasingly
challenging," he said. "We must adopt a strategic andvalue-based approach in runningwound services, includingoptimising resource utilisation,prioritising cost-effective yet
clinically effective dressingchoices, and strengtheningmultidisciplinary collaboration. "Investment in advancedwound care should not be
seen as a cost, but as a long­term · saving, as it reduces
complications, shortens healingtime, and minimises hospital
admissions." said the Ministerfor Public Health, Housing
and Local Government in his 

speech for the opening of the

Borneo Wound Summit 2026here yesterday, where he was represented by Kuching SouthMayor Datuk Wee Hong Seng. Held under the theme WoundCouture', the summit gatheredlocal and international speakers,
as well as about 450 parti�ipants 

and international delegates toexchange perspectives and bestpractices in wound care services."Much like couture infashion, it signifies precision,
customisation and excellence,"Dr Sim said . "In wound care, this translates into tailoring treatment
strategies to the individual needs of each patient - leveraginginnovation, clinical expertise,
and evidence-based approaches to achieve optimal healing."
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BORN60 WOUND SUMMIT20�6 

Wee pops a balloon to symbolically officiate at the Borneo }'/ound Summit 2026. - Photo by Mohamad Faisal Ahmad
·�

j
t tt b ... ► -e tt ....... 

• ✓:_r �ti l.<:

--l:" _ _...,..., ... -• c.& . .Llli:;;; .;J City, who beat Arsenal in the "I League Cup final in March, had ener to play Crystal Palace in the· (SernPremier League on Wednesday were
and they will be back in top- and Jflight action just three days after Citfacing Chelsea when they head to Cup Bournemouth. succ1Although Guardiola made six the
changes for a 3-0 win against Pala<Palace that left them two points Unit1behind Arsenal with two games Gu left, the City boss is concerned his twic1 team's gruelling fixture schedule third 
could hand Chelsea an advantage woul in the final. arriv "After the FA Cup, it is UnBournemouth, we play · every Guar three days. Chelsea have a week and,at home training, preparing his c1 the final. We have to travel to indicLondon. They will be at home go at with their wife and kids. So Forthat is fatigue and fatigue and looki fatigue," he said. to WEGuardiola tried to alleviate "It the physical toll by starting with catheErling Haaland, Rayan Cherki to pl,
and Jeremy Doku on the bench resul1
against Palace. two t"I have full confidence in all the Gu.
squad, including the ones that trophdidn't play against Palace. They · stark

Benched Mbappe cc 

MADRID: Real Madrid striker Kylian Mbappe said ·Thursday
coach Alvaro Arbeloa told himhe was the 'fourth forward' inthe squad before benching him
against Real Oviedo. The France captain returnedfrom a thigh problem in a 2-0 winover Oviedo but his appearance
as a 69th-minute substitute was greeted by whistles from Madrid's own disgruntled supporters atthe Santiago Bernabeu. Madrid fans have criticised their top goalscorer in recent ·weeks for a perceived lack of
commitment, with Mbappe notfit to play in the Clasico lastweekend where Barcelona beatMadrid to clinch the Spanishtitle. Arbeloa started with Vinicius Junior, Franco Mastantuono and Gonzalo Garcia in attack againstOviedo, with Mbappe not havingplayed for almost three weeks. "I am very good, at 100 per
cent, I didn't play because the
coach told me that for him I'mthe fourth forward of the squad,behind Mastantuono, Vinicius and Gonzalo," Mbappe toldreporters after the game. The forward earned an assist with a pass to Jude Bellingham,
also a substitute, for Madrid's
second goal. "In the end, I accept 

�. 
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