
Ram: No, don't use the worn 
insinuate. I have not the slightest 
indication or slightest thought in 
my mind on that issue. All I said 
was let us all be fair. Of course, 
I did not want to ignore that 
too, but by saying him, I want to 
proceed. Of course, it came to a 
shock to me as a counsel in this 
inquest that Tuan walked out 
just now. I hope this thing will 
not happen again. 

Amir Shah: In fact, I prepared 
1 some scripts, but let it be. It is 

me who should apologise to 
you all because this is the first 
time in my entire 21 years on 
the bench for bursting out. This 
is the first time. And this is the 
first time that I went down from 
the bench, and rasa sakit dada 

sa@. -

According to the witness, the 
last person who met Zara on the 
night of the incident was vital 
in the sense of knowing Zara's 
latest mental state before she 
died . 

The inquest resumes today. 
Zara, 13, was found under her 

dormitory building on July 16, 
2025 and died the next day in 
hospital. 

Her remains were exhumed on 
Aug 9, 2025 and a post-mortem 
was performed the next day at 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 

On Aug 20, 2025, five minors 
- given the pseudonyms Student
A. B, C, D, and E - were charged
with using insulting words
against Zara.
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sentenced to 18 years' jail 
and six strokes of the cane, 
with an additional two years' 
imprisonment and two strokes of 
the cane imposed under Section 
16(1) of Soaca 2017. · 

The court ordered the 
sentences to run concurrently 
from yesterday. 

Additionally, the accused was 
ordered to undergo counselling 
while serving his sentence, 
followed by two years of police 
supervision upon his release 
from prison. 

The offences were committed 
at about 11pm on Aug 12, 2026 
in the living room of the 
family home in a village in 

Serian. 
Based on the facts of the 

case, the accused removed the 
victim's pants while she was 
sleeping on a mattress in the 
living room and proceeded to 
rape her. 

During the incident, he also 
committed physical sexual 
assault against the victim by 
kissing her lips and face. 

The victim later contacted her 
mother and informed her about 
the incident. 

Following this, the victim and 
her mother went to the Serian 
police station to file a report, 
which led to the arrest of the 
accused on Aug 16. 

ega:.14 detained, 
tin in seizures statewide 
al and equipment with an 
.k, estimated total value exceeding 
1d RM40.55 million." he said in a 
?d statement. 
55 In Mukah, Lim said an 
:a· inspection at a coal collection and 
fo storage site resulted in the arrest 

of four local men and seizure 
er of approximately 8,525 metric 
id tonnes of coal, four excavators, 
ut one crane, two barges, and two 
to tugboats, all valued at about 
as RM24.46 million. 
th "In Kota Samarahan, two 

separate operations were carried 
ed out in connection with the 
,ri dredging and removal of earth 

as well as the collection, transfer 
he and sale of sand. Ten local men 
les were detained. 
ed "On the earth-dredging and 
ns removal activities, seizures 
de, included approximately 20 
14 tonnes of earth in lorry loads, six 

,al, lorries and two excavators. 
?ry "With regard to the sand-

related activities, seizures 
included approximately 2,986 
tonnes of river sand, one tugboat, 
one barge, two lorries, one 
excavator and one set of digital 
weighing scales." he said. 

All arrests and seized items 
have been handed over to Mukah 
and Samarahan Divisional Land 
and Survey Department for 
further action and investigation 
under the Sarawak Land Code. 

Lim advised those involved 
in mining, dredging, removal, 
collection or sale of earth 
resources to ensure all activities 
are carried out in accordance 
with legal prov1S1ons and 
with the proper permission 
and approval of the relevant 
authorities. 

He added that any activities 
carried out without proper 
permission or approval may 
be subject to action under the 
applicable law. 

at tn·e 1 aslK t:nru consnruem:y 
service centre here on Tuesday. 

He recounted that around 
1pm, there were a lot of Navy 
vessels at sea, indicating that a 
search-and-rescue operation had 
commenced. 

As darkness fell and the waves 
grew stronger, Michael continued 
to swim towards the designated 
island, guided by a compass 
attached to his parachute. 

At approximately 10pm, a flare 
was shot into the dark sky by one 
of his fellow personnel. signalling 
their location. 

However, five of the six 
personnel were recovered shortly 
after missing their landing 
zones, while Michael remained 
unaccounted for. 

"I didn't think about anything 
else - my only concern was 
reaching that island. 

"Of course, at times, I think 
about the family at home, the 
loved ones, my wife ... but I had 
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to press on, and I continued 
swimming towards the 
designated island," he said. 

However, the island remained 
out of reach. Exhausted and 
desperate, Michael found 
unconventional ways to survive. 

Despite the presence of Navy 
ships, he decided to stay put 
and rest after realising that he 
might drift further away against 
the waves if he continued 
swimming. 

"I swallowed seawater a few 
times. I still had my helmet 
- I used it to sleep so I wouldn't
continue to swallow seawater."

• At around 3am, I spotted a
ship, but it was very far away. I 
thought I had a chance. I swam 
toward it but the vessel was still 
unreachable. 

"Then, I thought 'I couldn't 
make it', so I continued resting. 
There was no point tiring myself 

out swimming towards the vessel 
and continued my rest," he said. 

Soon, he was awakened by 
the sound of a ship and spotted 
a vessel located about 30 to 40 
kilometres from his position. 
Without thinking further, he 
swam towards the vessel. 

• As I arrived, I could hear the 
crew members shouting ,and 
thankfully they managed to 
throw me a life buoy so I could 
climb onboard. 

• Aboard the vessel. when
I asked about the distance 
between my whereabouts and 
the designated island, they said 
I had veered off course by more 
than seven nautical miles from 
the island." he said. 

Michael said he was then sent 
to the Armed Forces Hospital in 
Kota Kinabalu and admitted for 
two days before returning home 
to Sarawak. 

Teacher claims trial to 18 counts of 
sexually assaulting students 
LIMBANG: A secondary school 
teacher here pleaded not 
guilty at the Sessions Court 
here yesterday to 18 charges 
of committing physical sexual 
assault against seven male 
students from the same school. 

Limbang police chief Supt 
Parum Niot said the accused, in 
his 30s, entered the plea after 
the charges were read out to 
him before Judge Cindy Mc Juce 
Balitus. 

"The 18 charges were framed 
under Section 14(a) of the Sexual 
Offences Against Children Act 
2017 and Section 16 of the same 
Act. 

"The court granted him bail 
of RM126,ooo with two local 
sureties and fixed Sept 23 for 
case management," he said in a 
statement. 

According to Parum, the 
accused was arrested and 

Handout photo shows police officers with the accused at the court. 

remanded for investigation after 
police received seven reports 
from the alleged victims on Aug 
11. 

He called on parents, 
guardians, schools, and the wider 

community to remain vigilant 
about children's safety, and to 
promptly report any known 
or suspected cases of abuse or 
sexual offences against children 
to the police. 

Youth nabbed after claiming couriered parcel containing 661g meth 

LAW AS: A 22-year-old man was 
arrested by police after claiming 
a parcel containing drugs at 
a courier company here on 
Monday. 

Lawas police chief DSP 
Liong Tindan said the suspect 
was detained around 3.45pm 
by a team from the Sabah 

Narcotics Criminal Investigation 
Department during a joint 
operation with the Lawas district 
police headquarters. 

• An inspection of the parcel
found it to contain substances 
believed to be methamphetamine, 
weighing approximately 661 
grammes and worth RM33,050," 

he said in a statement yesterday. 
He said the suspect was tested 

drug-negative and did not possess 
ariy prior criminal record. 

The case is being investigated 
under Section 39B of the 
Dangerous Drugs Act 1952 for 
trafficking in narcotics, he 
added. 

Pastor's wife among 2 dead after vehicle overturns in Apoh Baram 

MIRI: Two women, one of whom 
is a pastor's wife, were killed 
after the pickup truck they were 
travelling in lost control and 
overturned at Long Latei, Apoh 
Baram on Tuesday. 

Marudi police chief DSP Nor 
Aizan Mohd Jamil said the 
deceased were identified as Paya 
Seman, 41, and Averill Rachel J ok, 
19. 

He said the accident occurred 

at around 1am, when a 
47-year-old man was driving
the pickup truck with four
family members from Long
Latei to their village in Long
Kevok.
. "When they reached a bend

at Long Latei, the vehicle lost
control, skidded off the road,
and overturned on the right
shoulder.

"The pastor's wife and the 

driver's niece, who were seated 
in the rear passenger seats, 
were thrown from the vehicle 
and subsequently trapped 
underneath it," he said in a 
statement. 

Nor Aizan said family members 
brought the two women to the 
Beluru Health Clinic. where 
they were pronounced dead by 
a medical officer at about 
ll.59pm.

led, passengers injured after pickup truck crashes-into. tree 
r of also saw three women 
fter passengers injured. 
ring The . Fire and Rescue 
nan Department (Bomba) Sarawak 
Miri operations centre identified the 

deceased as Lawrenezo Gelawat 
rred Lalung. 
day, Bomba said a distress call was 
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received at around 3am and 
firefighters arrived at the scene 
five minutes later. 

"A team of six firefighters 
from Miri Central fire station 
found the vehicle had crashed 
into a tree with four occupants 
inside," Bomba said in a 

statement. 
"Three female passengers 

were rescued from the vehicle, 
while the male driver was found 
trapped inside." 

Bomba said firefighters used 
rescue equipment to extricate 
the trapped driver, who was 
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subsequently pronounced dead 
at the scene by a medical officer 
from Miri Hospital. 

The body was handed over to 
the police for further action. 

One of the passengers suffered 
serious injuries, while the other 
two escaped with minor injuries. 
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"All three injured victims 
received initial treatment from 
the paramedics at the scene 
before being transported to Miri 
Hospital for further treatment." 
Bomba said . 

The resuce operation 
concluded at 3.53am. 
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