
: at er an 
his daughter were killed after a 
container toppled and crushed 
the car they were travelling in 
at Jalan Pelabuhan Sepanggar 
Bay, near Wisma Sabah Ports 
here on Sunday. 

The victims were 53-year­
old Mohd Jadi Pelbi, who was 
driving the multi-purpose 
vehicle (MPV), and his 24-year­
old daughter Norfaieza Mohd 
Jadi, who was in the passenger 
seat. 

The Sabah Fire and Rescue 
Department (Bomba) said 
according to witnesses, the 
trailer lorry was loading a 
container onto the trailer from 
the roadside when it tipped over 
and crushed the passing MPV. 

"A total of 26 personnel, along 
with various firefighting and 
rescue vehicles, rushed to the 
scene, about 25 kilometres away, 
after receiving an emergency 
call at 6.31 pm," it said in a 
statement yesterday. 

Papagomo freed 
of sedition charge 
over r.emarks 
onFacebook 

SHAH ALAM: Blogger Wan 
Muhammad Azri Wan Deris, 
better known as Papagomo, was 
acquitted and discharged by the 
Klang Sessions Court yesterday 
of a sedition charge over remarks 
allegedly made on Facebook 
three years ago. 

His lawyer Muhammad 
Rafique Rashid Ali said Judge Siti 
Aminah Ghazali delivered the 
decision at the conclusion of the 
defence case. 

"The court noted that the 
defence had successfully raised 
a reasonable doubt, while the 
prosecution had failed to prove 
its case beyond a reasonable 
doubt," he told Bernama when 
contacted. 

He said only Wan Muhammad 
Azri, 43, testified for the 
d�fence, while deputy public 
prosecutor Mohamad Mustaffa 
P. Kunyalam prosecuted the
case.

On July 31 this year, the Kuala 
Lumpur High Court ordered 
Wan Muhammad Azri to enter 
his defence after allowing the 
prosecution's appeal against an 
earlier Sessions Court decision 
acquitting him. 

On Sept 3 last year, Judge 
Siti Aminah acquitted and 
discharged the blogger, ruling 
that the prosecution had failed 
to establish a prima fade case 
against him. 

However, the High Court 
later overturned that decision 
and ordered him to enter his 
defence. 

managed to 
victims from 

the crushed vehicle with 
the assistance of two cranes 
belonging to the lorry company. 

However, both victims were 
confirmed dead at the scene 
by Health Ministry medical 
personnel due to severe injuries, 
and their bodies were handed 
over the to police for further 
action. 

Meanwhile, Minister in the 
Prime Minister's Department 
(Sabah and Sarawak) Datuk 
Mustafa Sakmud said those 
found to have been negligent and 
failed to comply with container­
handling safety standards, 
resulting in the deaths of the 
father and daughter, would be 
held accountable. 

The Sepanggar MP called 
on the police and the relevant 
authorities to conduct a 
thorough investigation to 
determine the actual cause of 
the fatal accident. especially 

on safety procedures for heavy 
vehicle operations in the area. 

"If there was negligence and 
non-compliance involving any 
party, I will make sure that 
those responsible are held 
'accountable. Enough is enough, 
as we have had enough of these 
accidents involving heavy 
vehicles recurring in Sepanggar. 

"As a father, my heart sank 
upon receiving news of this 
heartbreaking tragedy, and 
our priority is to ensure that 
the victims' family receives the 

· appropriate support and that
justice is served," he said in a
Facebook post.

Mustafa, who extended his
condolences to the victims'
family, said he had instructed
his parliamentary service centre
to visit the family and identify
their urgent needs, as well
as help review and facilitate·
applications for any assistance
and compensation they may be
eligible to. - Bernama

Police personnel conduct checks on motorcyclists near Pangkalan Sapi- Photo from Facebook/Polis Daerah Kuching 

Man fined RM1,soo for .punching another 
over blocked car at hotel parking lot 
KUCHING: A 23-year-old man 
was fined RM1,500 in default two 
months' jail by the Magistrates' 
Court here yesterday for 
punching another man whose car 
was blocking his vehicle at a five­
star hotel's premium parking lot. 

Magistrate Leona Dominic 
Mojiliu convicted Jaryl Tan on 
his guilty plea to a charge under 
Section 323 of the Penal Code, 
which provides for up to one year 
in prison or a fine not exceeding 
RM2,ooo, or both. 

The offence was committed 
at the parking area of the hotel 

along Jalan Bukit Mata at about 
13oam on Oct 4, 2026. 

According to the facts of the 
case, a misunderstanding arose 
between Tan and the 30-year­
old victim because the latter 
was slow to move his car, which 
was blocking Tan's vehicle in the 
hotel's premium parking lot. 

Tan, who was intoxicated, 
initially argued with the victim 
after attempting to open the 
victim's car door. 

When the victim subsequently 
went to move his car, Tan 
grabbed his hand. The victim 

pushed him back, prompting Tan 
to punch him. 

A scuffle ensued before a 
security guard and Tan's brother 
intervened to break up the fight. 

The victim sustained injuries to 
his face and the back of his neck. 
according to a medical report. 

Tan was summoned by police 
at 3,33am on the same day to 
have his statement recorded in 
connection with the incident. 

Deputypublicprosecutor Ahmad 
Fauzulutfi Suriani appeared for 
the prosecution, while Tan was 
represented by a lawyer. 

Man gets life sentence, caning 
for trafficking cannabis 

MCCCI,YPNM 
Sarawak, police hold 
successful anti-scam 
awareness talk 

SIBU: A 41-year-old man was 
sentenced to life imprisonment 
and 12 strokes of the cane by the 
High Court here yesterday for 
trafficking 5.081kg of cannabis. 

Judge Wong Siong Tung 
imposed the sentence on Tiong 
Soon Hieng after considering the 
circumstances of the offence, the 
nature and quantity of the drugs 
involved, the mitigation plea, and 
public interest. 

The judge ruled that the death 
penalty was not necessary and 
ordered the prison term to 
take effect from the date of the 

accused's arrest on Jan 6, 2023. 
Tiong was charged under 

Section 39B(1)(a) of the 
Dangerous Drugs Act 1952, 
punishable under Section 398(2) 
of the same Act, for trafficking 
cannabis in front of a coffee 
shop along Jalan Dermaga in 
Bintangor at about 10.05am on 
Jan 6, 2023. 

Deputy public prosecutor 
Mark Kenneth Netto, appearing 
on behalf of DPP Arif 
Mohamad Shariff of the Royal 
Malaysian Customs Department, 
submitted that public interest 

should take priority given the 
harmful effects of drugs on 
society, and urged the court 
to impose a proportionate 
sentence. 

In mitigation, Tiong's lawyer 
Francis Wee said his client's wife 
had left him during the trial, 
while their children were being 
cared for by his mother, who had 
accompanied him throughout 
the proceedings. 

Wee sought a lenient custodial 
sentence, taking into account the 
time Tiong had spent in remand 
since January 2023. 

MIRI: The Miri Chinese Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(MCCCI), National Consumer 
Foundation Malaysia (YPNM) 
Sarawak and police held a 
successful anti-scam awareness 
event that drew dozens of 
participants. 

Held at the MCCCI chamber 
meeting hall, the talk was 
conducted by Miri Commercial 
Crime Investigation Division 
head Insp Huong Yeou Tay, and 
focused on enabling the public 
to understand the scam tactics 
used in recent years, how to 
identify suspicious situations, 
avoid becoming victims of fraud, 
and the appropriate response 
measures. 

According to the talk's 
organising chairman Salmon Hii 
in a statement. the awareness talk 
was crucial due to increasingly 
advanced technology and 
scammers constantly upgrading 
their tricks. 

"In the past, we only heard 
of love scams, Macau scam or 
getting through online task­
based part-time jobs. Today, 
we have AI face-swapping, fake 
friend voice imitations, stolen 
OTP verification codes, fake 
investment scams and more. 

"Truly, every trick is new and 
hard to guard against. If we are 
_,,!__,__..._, , ,. • .. 

complaints or recovering losses 
after a .scam occurs, but it is 
crucial to reduce the risk of scams 
through education, awareness 
and preventive measures. 

·consumer education must
keep pace with the times to cope 
with emerging and continuous 
scam threats amid the increasing 
popularisation of digital 
technology and AI. 

·scammers constantly use new
methods to deceive the public 
and with the development of 
AI technology, some fraudulent 
behaviour has become 
increasingly difficult to identify. 
We believe that one of the 
most effective ways to protect 
consumers is to strengthen 
education and preventive 
awareness. 

"By helping the public 
understand scammers' operating 
methods, identify red flags and 
master correct response methods, 
we can enable more people 
to have the ability to protect 
themselves and their families," 
he said in the statement. 

He furth,er emphasised that 
eonsumer protection is a shared 
responsibility of all sectors of 
society, requiring joint efforts 
from law enforcement agencies, 
communfty organisations, 
b��ess groups an� !he public. 
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