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Man who raped 111inor 
in Kuching gets seven­
year jail, five strokes 
Desiree David 

KUCHING: The Sessions Court 
here has sentenced a 31-year­
old man to seven years in jail 
and five strokes of the rotan for 
raping a IS-year-old girl 

Judge Musli Ab Hamid imposed 
the sentence against the man 
after he pleaded guilty to Section 
376(1) of the Penal Code. 

The Section carries a jail term 
of up to 20 years and caning upon 
conviction. 

The court also ordered the man 
to attend counselling sessions 
while serving his jail term and 
undergo supervision upon his 
release. According to the charge, 
he committed the offence in Batu 
Kawa at around 11pm in mid­
February. 

Based on the facts of the case, 
the incident came to light on 
Sept 28, when a medical officer 
attended to the IS-year-old victim, 
who was 26 weeks pregnant and 
unmarried. 

A police report was lodged, 
which led to the man's arrest 
on Sept 30, in a rented room in 
Maong Bazaar. 

Further investigations found 
the man and the victim were in a 
relationship. 

A policeman escorts the man out of the courtroom after the proceedings. 

A medical report also 
confirmed that the victim was 26 
weeks pregnant and expected to 
give birth on Jan 3 next year. 

The case was handled by 
deputy public prosecutor Aiman 
Zarith Zahrulai, while the man 
was unrepresented. 

Cable theft: Man slappe_d with RM6,ooo 
fme in default 12�month imprisonment 
KUCHING: The Magistrates' 
Court fined a man to RM6,ooo, 
in default 12 months in jail, for 

. stealing power cables belonging 
to Sarawak Digital Economy 
Corporation (SDEC), five 
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Zara inquest: Mother claims school 
admin blocked information under 
guise of police investigation 
KOTA KINABALU: Noraidah 
Lamat, the mother of the late 
Zara Qairina Mahathir, told the 
Coroner's Court here that she 
turned to social media because 
no one would tell her what had 
happened to her daughter. 

The 82nd deponent told 
Coroner Amir Shah Amir Hassan 
that following the incident that 
happened to Zara, several school 
teachers met her at the hospital 
and her home. 

According to her, during those 
meetings, none of the teachers 
informed her of what had 
happened to Zara even though 
she had asked them. 

"Their answers remained the 
same, which was all students 
had gone to bed early at 11pm, 
there were no eyewitnesses 
who saw what occurred that 
night," Noraidah said in her 
witness statement when under 
examination-in-chief by counsel 
Shahlan Jufri 

She further testified that the 
senior assistant for student 
affairs teacher told her when 
they were at the cemetery not to 
publicise this incident. 

"Later at my home, this same 
teacher said that a 'higher. 
authority' had barred the school 

from providing information 
about Zara's death to me because 
the case was still under police 
investigation. 

"When I asked who exactly was 
meant by 'higher authority', I was 
told it referred to an investigating 
officer in Papar and the Integrity 
Division," she stated. 

Noraidah also claimed the 
school principal told her not to 
file a police report. 

According to her, she was 
never briefed on the internal 
investigation conducted by the 
school regarding the events of 
the night of July 15, 2025 and 
she only learned that such an 
internal investigation existed 
during the inquest proceedings. 

"I also went to Zara's school 
to collect her belongings. I was 
greeted by the hostel wardens 
namely teachers Rohayati and 
Rahmatina. 

"They showed me where 
Zara's things had been packed 
and placed, which were in the 

isolation room, I also submitted 
an official letter requesting_ 
preliminary information about 
what had happened to Zara, 
but I received no response," said 
Noraidah. 

She said since no one would 
tell her what had happened 
to Zara, she decided to turn to 
social media to try to learn the 
truth. 

"I did not do this with any 
malicious intent towards anyone, 
I simply wanted answers about 
what had happened to Zara, my 
only child," she testified. 

Zara was found unconscious 
below her hostel building on July 
16 last year, and was pronounced 
dead at Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
the following day. 

She was 13. 
Her remains were exhumed 

on Aug 9 last year, and a post­
mortem examination was 
conducted at " the hospital's 
Forensic Medicine Department 
on Aug 10. 

On Aug 20 last year, five 
minors: given the pseudonyms 
Students A. B, C, D, and E: were 
charged in the Court for Children 
with insulting Zara 
· The inquest resumes today
(Oct 8). 
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