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technology�driven economie;.,,.. . _you, ay� achieved
development to achieve this. . a certain level of 

JadeToyat -remained suitable for clQud
seeding.

"The initia! target today is
the Batang Ai area before the
operation is extended to Murum
and Bakun, subject to suitable
cloud formations and local
weather conditions," he told
reporters after �opserving the
impleipentation of OPA Series
3/2026; here yesterday.

Department · (MetMalaysia). 
which monitors .;ind aoalyses 
weather radar data. satellite 
imagery and forecast models 
before operational flights 
are carried out by the -
'Royal Malaysian Air Force 
(RMAF). 

Also·presentwere Deputy State '·�. � 
Secretary (Adminisir�tjAq) and 
SDMC deputy chairman Datu He said economic growth income for the

. 
measured tt\rough · gross 

h h I domestic product (GDP), alone ouse O d. 
did npt necessarily reflect the _________ ___, 
actual economic well-being of Da�Patinggi.TanS):'i.Abang 
households, particularly those in Johari Tun Openg 
poorer rural communities. 

"GDP does not_ reflect the 
real economic growth in that 
particular country ,unless you 
have achieved a certain level of 
income for the household," he 
said. 

Abang Johari said this during 
the Fireside Chat session 
with . Institute of Engineers 
Malaysia_ (IEM) and Federation 
of Enginee.ring Institutes of 
Asia and Pacific . (FEIAP) past 
president Prof Tan Sri Dr Chuah 
Hean Teik at the 34th FEIAP. 

.2026 General Assembly here 
· yesterday. _ · 

The Premier ·said education1 

was among the most important 
tools in tac;kling poverty, as it 
could provide children from 
disadvantaged families witb 
opportunities to improve their 
socioeconomic standing. 

"That is why I am giving free 
tertiary education to e.very 
Sarawakian, irrespective ·of race 
and f;rlth. You must give space for 
those who are smart to achieve 
their ambiti<;>n, and th�reby 
you will be able to contribute 
a certain level of income tq the 
family," he said. 

··>Tarn to.Page 2, Cols

KUCHING: Sarawak has begu·n 
its long-awaited cloud seeding 
operation in a bid to mitigate 
the haze and replenish water 
reserves amid prolonged hot and 
dry weather. 

The 'third series of the 2026 
Cloud Seeding Operatiol}. (OPA) 
will run until Sept 5, covering 
the divisions of Samara:han, 
Sri Aman, Betong, Kapit, and 
Limbang; 
• The operation targe�s three

major hydroelectric . dams 
- Batang Ai, Mumm and Bakun
- as well as 13 strategic water
catchment areas to increase
wat.er storage for domestic and
industrial needs. · -

Deputy Premier Datuk Amar 
Douglas Uggah Embas said the 
operation was being carried out 
to maximise raw water storage 
while atmosph�ric conditions 

Uggah, _ who is also State
Disaster Management Committee
(SDMC) chairman, said previous
cloud seeding operations in
May and June had -resulted in
increased -water l�vels at the

. IMurum and Bakun dams, while
the impact at B�tang Ai was
moderate.

He scµd the latest operation
was, .;i.lso expected to help ·
address· the haze by producing
rainfall that could reduce the
concentration of air pqllutants.

The operation, •is led by the 
Malaysian Meteorological 

The integrated operation 
involves various federal and 
state agencies, including - the 
National Disaster Management 
Agency ·(N adma), Civil Defence 
-Force, Ministry of Utility and
Telecommunication, Rural 
Water Supply Departmerit, 
Sarawak Energy Berhad, Civil 
Aviation Authority of Malaysia, 
and the Sarawak Security and 
Enforcement Unit (UKPS). 

The operation comes as 
Sarawak continues to experience 
hot and dry conditions, · with 
rainfall from cloud seeding also 
expected to reduce air pollutant 
co'ncentrations and mitigate the 
risk of transboundary haze. 

Felicia Tan Ya Hua; UKPS director 
and SDMC secretary Abdul 
Wahab Rahim; and N adma Senior 
Principal Assistant Director of 
Operations Implementation ' 
Section Arjuriaidi Ismail. 
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sexua1ly: assaulting teem; niec�� recor:diiig"Wde 
•J.\1a.laysia, Indonesia move __ _
closer r.to:·reopening 'Febedu-

Dedree David 

KUCHING: A husband and wife 
·have clai,nied trial 'to separate
charges of rape, sexual _assault, 
and drugging their then 16-year­
old' niece with sleeping pills 
<!S well as recording a video of 
themselves in sexual acts with 
the victim. · . · 

'Fhe husband, 45, pleaded not 
guilty before Sessions Court 
judge Iris Awen Jon after he 
was charged with raping 'and 
sexually assaulting the victim, 
as well as · committing ·,carnal 
intercourse by inserting his 
penis into the victlm's mouth'. 

The offences are respectively 
framed under Section 376(3) of 
the Penal Code, Section. 14(1) of 
the Sexual Offences Against 
Children Act (SOAGA) 2017, and 
Section 377C of the, Penal Code. 

All the charges were read 
together with Section 16(1) of the 
-SOAGA 2011.

Judge Iris fixed Oct 6 for pre­
trial case management. 

Meanwhile, the wife, 42, 
pleaded not guilty before Judge 
Musli A_b-Hamid, after she was 

� 

. � 

Judge Musli fixed Sept 28 for 
pre-trial case management. 

Entikong·trade routie
I 

Police escort the couple ;µter proceedings at the court complex. -- Photo by
Desiree-David · · · 

charged with sexually assaulting 
the victim, inserting a vibrator 
into the victim's vagina, and 
puttin,g four sleeping pills ii:ito 
her drink. -

The offences are framed 
respectively under Section 14(1) 

of the SOM::A. 2017, Section· 
377CA of the Penal Code, and 
Section 328 of the Penal Code. 

Section 14(1) of the SOACA and
. 

Section 377CA of the Penal Code 
were read together with Section 
16(1) of the-SOACA 2017. 

In separate proceedings before JAKARTA: Malaysia and 
Judge Mursyida Abd Halim, Indonesia are moving closer 
the husband and wife pleadedi to reopening trade through 
not guilty to taking a video the Tebedu-Entikong border 
of themselves having sexual route, with the i:emaining 
intercourse with" the victim, administrative matters expected 
with the intent to produce child to be r�solved soon. _ 
abuse material. Indonesian Trade · Minister . 

The offence is framed under Btidi Santoso s_aid both countries 
Section 5 of the SOACA 2017 had agreed on the substantive 
read together with Section and regulatory aspects of the 
lQ(l) · of the same Act and read- border trade issue, with only 
together wit}1 Section 34 ·of the a few adl!}inistrative matters 
Penal Code. remaining. 

For _this offence, Judge "I don't thi_nk there aJe any 
Mursyida_ fixed Oct 6 for pre- issues concerning the border 
trial case management. because we have agreed on the 

All three judges also ordered substantive · and · regulat<;>ry 
the couple to be further• �spects. There may be some 
remanded at Puncak Borneo. administrative matters that 
Prison. ' we· still need to resolve, 

Based on th� charge sheets, , and h_ppefully thes.¢ _ ,an 
the offences · were allegedly . be compl�.ted soon," he told 
'committed at a house in Batu Bernama. 
Kawa here in May 2025. . He was met after co-chairing 

It · is understood that the the fourth Malaysia-Indonesia 
victim's mother lodged a police Joint Trade and Investment 
report .after. she allegedly Committee (JTiq meeting 
received a video of both accused here yesterday with· Malaysia's 
having sexual intercourse with Investment, Trade and Industry 
the victim. Minister Datuk Seri Johari 

Abdui'Ghani. 
Johari, who was interviewed 

alongside Budi, said Malaysia 
was ready on its side while 
Indonesia was working on the 
remaining matters. 

"I think they are working on it 
because Indonesia also·warits a 
lot of our products to go to them 
and they,also want to export to 
us. So if the border is efficient, 
both .parties will penefit," he _ 
said. � 

Tebedu, in Malaysia's ea�tern 
state of Sarawak, lies across 
the international border frorh1 

Entikong in Indonesia's West 
Kalimantan provinc�. forming a 
key land crossing betw�eh the 
two countries. 

According to a Malaysi_an _ 
parliamentary reply, · trade 
through • Tebe_du-Entikong· 
&eclined after Indonesia imposed 
restrictions on seven categories 
-of goods entering Kalimantan
through the crossing from May 
15, 2014, including food and 
beverages, clothing and textiles, 
footwear and electronics. -
Bernama 
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