
Tuesday,Pebrulll1f,2t2024 

THE BORNEO POST 

Policemen escorting the teenager at Kuching Court Complex. 

Rape of minor: Boy in 
Kuching Sent to 
Henry Gurney School 
Desiree David 

KUCHING: An 18-year-old boy, 
the father of a newborn baby 
who was found among the bushes 
in Bandar Baru Semariang last 
November, was sent to Henry 
Gurney School in Puncak Borneo 
after having pleaded guilty to 
raping a 14-year-old girl. 

· It is learned that he would
remain at the school until he
reaches the age of 21.

Sessions Court Judge Iris 
Awen Jon yesterday meted out 
the sentence against the young 
offender after receiving a report 
from the Welfare Department. 

The boy was charged under 
Section 376(1) of the Penal 
Code, which provides for an 
imprisonment term of up to 20 
years, or caning, upon conviction. 

According to the facts of the 
case, the boy had raped the girl 
inside a room at the Matang area 
here in March last year. 

The girl's mother lodged a 
police report after she gave birth 
to a baby girl on Nov 28, 2023. 

The complainant did not know 
that her daughter was pregnant, 
and suspected that she had sex 
with the boy in Matang. 

Following police investigation, 
the boy was arrested on Dec 
1 last year, and a chemist 
report confirmed that he is the 
biological father of the baby. 

The case was prosecuted by 
DPP Ruvinasini Pandian, while 
the boy was unrepresented by 
counsel. 

Meanwhile, the Magistrates' 
Court had, on Dec 11 last year, 
ordered the girl to undergo 

a six-month good-behaviour 
bond after she pleaded guilty to 
concealing the birth of a baby 
girl in Bandar Baru Samariang. 

Based on the facts of the case, 
� police officer, who was the 
complainant in this case, was 
on duty at the Santubong police 
station when she received a 
phone call from a member of the 
public stating that a baby girl 
had been found in the grasses 
near Lorong 19, Cahaya Damai 
in Bandar Baru Samariang, at 
9.45am on Nov 29 last year. 

The baby, with the umbilical 
cord still attached, was then 
handed over to the police before 
being sent to Sarawak General 
Hospital for further action. 

The investigation led to the 
arrest of the girl at around 8pm 
on Nov 29. 
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Sarawak CP: Rise in dru�related 
activities a cause for deep concern: 
SIBU: There is a worrying 
increase in drug-related activities 
among Sarawakians judging by 
the number of arrests made by 
police last year, said Sarawak 
Police . Commissioner Dato 
Mancha Ata. 

He said in Sibu alone, a total 
of 1,152 drug-related arrests were 
made in 2023 compared to 895 
the year before. 

"From the statistics, drug­
related activities are indeed a 
problem that must be addressed 
immediately. 

"The police, especially' the 
Narcotics Criminal Investigation 
Department, are always 
committed to combat drug 
trafficking and abuse activities 
to ensure the society remains 
safe, peaceful and prosperous," 
he said when officiating at the 
closing of a community policing 
programme here yesterday. 

Mancha said through 

Fire damages two 
units of sh�plots 
inLimbang 

MIRI: Two units of shoplots at 
Jalan Merdeka in Limbang were 
partially destroyed in a fire, 
which struck early yesterday. 

Fire and Rescue Department 
(Bomba) Limbang chief Ramlan 
Marajan said no injuries were 
reported in the incident. 

-He also said they received a
distress call at 12.42am, and after 
that, a team from the station was 
despatched to the scene. 

"Upon arrival at 12.45am, the 
operations commander reported 
that the fire involved the ground 
floor of two shop lot units. 

"The first unit was 50 per cent 
destroyed, while the second unit 
was 30 per cent destroyed," he 
added. 

Ramlan said the firefighters 
proceeded to put out the fire, 
and ended the operation at 
1.43am. 

community policing programmes, 
the police hope to raise public 
awareness on the need to work 
together with the authorities to 
combat the drug menace. 

"Those with information 
on drug-related activities are 
strongly encouraged to inform 
the police," he added. 

The programme, held 
at the Kampung Nyabor 
Malay Union Club hall, was 
attended by Deputy Minister 
of Education, Innovation and 
Talent Development Datuk Dr 
Annuar Rapaee, Deputy Police 
Commissioner Datuk Ibrahim 
Darus, Sarawak Criminal 
Investigation Department 
head . SAC Wong Ing Fung, 
Sarawak· Crime Prevention and 
Community Safety Department 
chief SAC Lukas Aket, Sibu police 
chief ACP Zulkipli Suhaili, and 
Sibu Resident Datu Wong Hee 
Sieng. 

During a question-and-answer 
session later, Ibrahim said none 
of the drugs seized by police in 
Sarawak were produced locally, 
as the authorities had managed 
to cripple efforts by criminals to 
set up drug laboratories. 

He explained that whenever 
the authorities bust attempts 
to smuggle drugs into the state, 
the syndicates involved would 
change their modus operandi 
to avoid being caught lhe next 
time. 

"For example, if today they 
(smugglers) are arrested carrying 
drugs in their luggage, the 
syndicates would change their 
modus operandi.· 

"So we the authorities have to
investigate and find out what
their next modus operandi is," he
said, adding that in January this
year alone, the police managed to
seize over RM7 million worth of
drugs.

A firefighter uses a machine to break open the shutter to gain entry into one 
of the shoplot units. 
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